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ATLANTIC YARDS DEAD 

Ratner kills Miss Brooklyn, KOs 11 buildings; 
vows to build publicly financed Nets arena 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner’s controversial 
Atlantic Yards project — which 
envisioned 16 skyscrapers, eight 
acres of open space, more than 
2,250 units of below-market-rate 
housing, new top-of-the-line office 
space and a publicly financed bas- 
ketball arena — now consists of 
little more than the arena and two 
scaled-back residential buildings, 
the developer told the New York 
Times last week. 

In a bombshell front-page story 
last Friday, Ratner blamed the 
downturn in the economy for 
killing virtually all of his $4-billion 


mega-development. 

As a result, many residents of 
Prospect Heights fear that areas al- 
ready cleared by Ratner between 
Sixth and Vanderbilt avenues will re- 
causing the urban blight that Ratner 
promised to fix [see “State: Ratner 
has no deadline for construction,” 
page 12], 

The Times article also included 
these shocking developments: 

• The cost of the publicly fi- 
nanced arena, whose original price- 
tag was $435 million, but increased 
to $637 million last year, has now 
ballooned to $950 million. 

Opponents said that if the cost of 
the arena has indeed increased by 
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State lets Bruce off hook, p 12 
Arena need new review?, p12 
Editorial , pC 


such a large amount, it would have to 
be re-approved by the Public Author- 
ities Control Board, an obscure state 
panel controlled by Gov. Paterson, 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan) and Senate Majority 
Leader Joe Bruno (R-Rensselaer). 

[See “Is Yards facing all new re- 
view?” on page 12.] 

The panel approved the project in 
late December, 2006, just before the end of the year.” 


Gov. Pataki left of- 
fice, though Silver 
later admitted that he 
voted “yes” without 
being shown key fi- 
nancial documents. 

Under the current 

plan, Ratner’s arena 
would be paid for by New York 
state and city taxpayers, who were 
told to expect to get their money 
back via tax revenue from the sales 
of tickets, food and souvenirs — 
though analysts have long ques- 
tioned the economics of publicly fi- 
nanced arenas and stadiums. 

Ratner says he still intends to be- 
gin construction of the arena “by 


• The proposed “Miss Brooklyn” 
skyscraper at the intersection of 
Flatbush and Atlantic avenues — a 
building Ratner and his architect 
Frank Gehry once wanted to be the 
tallest in Brooklyn — does not have 
an anchor tenant and will not be 
built, even in its scaled-back, 511- 
foot form. 

“Until we get a tenant, we won’t 
start Miss Brooklyn,” Ratner told 
the Times. 

It is very rare for developers to 
propose large towers without an an- 
chor tenant, experts said. And Rat- 
ner’s difficulty in finding a major 
business to relocate to Miss Brook- 
lyn may have been exascerbated by 
the imminent increase in office 


space currently be- 
ing built along 
Flatbush Aven- 
ue between Ful- 
ton Street and 
the Manhattan 

suit of the city’s 
2004 upzoning of 
the area. 

Ratner has been hav- 
ing so much trouble finding a 
main occupant for Miss Brook- 
lyn that his company recently had 
Gehry write a solicitation letter 
inviting the city’s biggest corpora- 
tions to move to Miss Brooklyn, 
the Times reported. 

See BURIED on page 12 


For years. The Paper has untangled Bruce's web of lies 


Bruce Ratner has finally admitted that 
he can't build Atlantic Yards in its current 
incarnation as a 16-skyscraper hotel, res- 
idential and basketball arena project, a 
stunning admission that contradicts 
years of assurances from the developer. 
Of course, any reader of The Brooklyn 
Paper could have seen that Ratner's 
project has been a disaster in the mak- 
ing for years. Here's a look back: 


Ratner to bar public from promised park 


A glorious, 52,000- 
square-foot publicly acces- 
sible recreational space on 
the roof of Bruce Ratner’s 


will not be open to the 
public, according to a doc- 
ument released last week 
by the state authority 


proposed Frank Gehry-de- ing as lead agent for the 


Ratner exec admits funding supporters 


A top Forest City Rat- 
ner official for the first 
time this week acknowl- 
edged that the develop- 
ment company has been 
paying large sums of mon- 


ey to organizations offer- 
ing what they’ve presented 
as grassroots neighbor- 
hood support for the pro- 
posed Atlantic Yards de- 
velopment. 

Oct. 22, 2005 


Ratner’s jobs numbers fall short 

The number of retail jobs that state officials 
say will be created by Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards mega-development ignores ... his two 
existing shopping malls directly across the street, 
where job performance has fallen short, accord- 
ing to Ratner’s own data.” Nov. 1 1 2006 

See TIMELINE on page 1 2 




Rollergirls ! 

Coney Island doyenne Dianne Carlin — aka Lola Staar — welcomed 
hundreds to the celeb-studded March 22 opening of her Dreamland 
roller rink on the Boardwalk. Marisa Tomei, Ashanti, and Gotham 
Girls Roller Derby, rolled out for the party. "I used to roller skate 
around my parents' basement when I was 7 years old," Carlin said. 


Unfare! MTA rejects better service 




By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Metropolitan Transporta- 
tion Authority played straphangers 
for the fool, canceling $30 million 
in subway and bus improvements 
that were promised in the wake of 
the fare increase — an abrupt 
turnaround from promises made 
by the agency just this month. 

The announcement not only 
comes as a blow to riders, but may 
affect coming votes in the City 
Council and in Albany on the may- 
or’s congestion pricing plan — a 
scheme that would charge drivers to 


enter parts of Manhattan to create a 
pool of money that the MTA could 
supposedly use for future projects. 

Some congestion pricing sup- 
porters saw the MTA’s latest broken 
promise as evidence that the agency 
needs the cash that the mayor’s $8 
fee might provide. Others saw only 
more evidence that the MTA can’t 
be trusted with cash. 

Of immediate concern are the 
sudden cancelations of crowd- 
pleasers like more frequent trains 
on the G line and a direct bus link 
from Red Hook to Manhattan via 
the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel. The 
MTA says it can’t make the im- 


provements because it doesn’t have 
the money, despite a fare hike that 
kicked in on March 2. 

One day later, MTA Executive Di- 
rector Elliot Sander had said the serv- 
ice enhancements would go forward. 

“Our 2008 revenues ... are in 
line with our budget projections,” 
Sander said. “As a result, I will rec- 
ommend ... that we move ahead 
with the service enhancements.” 
That was then. So here’s a list of 
improvements that now won’t be 
coming to your neighborhood: 

• Increasing the number of G 
trains running weekdays and week- 
ends between Smith-Ninth street 


and Court Square. 

• Linking Red Hook to Manhattan 
by extending the B71 and B77 bus 
routes through the Battery Tunnel. 

• B express service to Coney Is- 
land until 1 1 pm on weeknights. 

• Extending the B67 bus to Ful- 
ton Ferry in DUMBO. 

• Establishing a B62 bus that 
would run through Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint to Midtown Man- 
hattan via the Queensboro Bridge. 

The broken promise comes just 
after fare hikes raised the price of a 
monthly subway and bus pass from 
$76 to $8 1 — and the sequence of 
events horrified local politicians. 


“In light of the recent fare hikes, 
I am disappointed to learn that the 
MTA is failing to hold up its end of 
the bargain with New Yorkers,” 
said Councilmember David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights). 

Assemblywoman Joan Millman 
(D-Carroll Gardens), who only a 
few months ago was touting the 
new Red Hook-Manhattan bus as a 
trade-off for stomaching the fare 
hike, was also “deeply disappoint- 
ed,” said her chief of staff, Paul 
Nelson. “They raised fares and 
promised new services,” 
Nelson said, “yet they did 
not deliver the latter.” 


Smith Street's Doe-zaster! 


Merchants shun street cleaners, so garbage piles up 


Garbage is overflowing on Smith Street 
now that Doe Fund workers are gone. 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

If Smith Street has suddenly start- 
ed to look like Filth Avenue, there’s a 
good reason: a nonprofit street-clean- 
ing crew has moved onto dirtier pas- 
tures because merchants did not want 
to pay for their services. 

A two-person crew from the Doe 
Fund had been sweeping up seven days 
a week between Sackett Street and At- 
lantic Avenue — but those pro bono 
perks ended around March 1 after a 
one-year grant from the city ran out. 

The Doe Fund threw in a few more 
months free, but local merchants de- 


clined to continue the service, which is 
popular in other neighborhoods. 

“There’s no political or communi- 
ty will to get organized,” said Joanna 
West of the Doe Fund, a well-respect- 
ed group that hires and trains former- 
ly homeless men and women, ex- 
cons and substance abusers. 

The result is a dirty shame on Smith 
Street. A Brooklyn Paper photographer 
roamed the once-clean strip and found 
no shortage of mess to document. 

No wonder some shopkeepers 
miss the blue-uniformed squads. 

“It was good for business,” said Ma- 
jed Alhujaji of Aden News at Baltic 
Street. “They oiganized the garbage.” 


Anthony Stradford and other "Ready, Willing 8c Able" 
graduates at last Wednesday's ceremony. Unfortunately 
for them, merchants on Smith Street aren't hiring. 




Be-tray-al! School nixes Styrofoam carriers in lunchroom 


Field test: It’s a tale of two trays 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Windsor Terrace’s elementary 
school became the first in the city this 
week to abandon environmentally hat- 
ed Styrofoam trays in favor of a new- 
fangled pressed sugar cane version — 
but the school is doing it on its own, as 
the Department of Education refused to 
swallow the additional costs associated 
with going “green.” 

In the latest salvo in Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio’s ongoing food fight against 
the city over cafeteria waste, PS 154 on 
11th Avenue became the first city school 
to abandon cheap but environmentally 
taboo Styrofoam and replace it with a 
biodegradable version. 

DeBlasio (D-Park Slope), who has 
See STYROFOAM on page 1 2 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The Brooklyn Paper obtained sam- 
ples of the new sugar-cane food tray 
and the old Styrofoam trays and ex- 
posed them to a battery of experi- 
ments at our test kitchen, also known 
as Front Street Pizza in DUMBO, 
home of the famous taco slice. 

The results? Styrofoam may be hat- 
ed by environmentalists, but the relic 
beats its eco-friendly counterpart. 

First, Front Street’s Larry Leonardi 
loaded up both trays with normal (for 
him) servings of baked ziti and chick- 


en Parmesan, allowing The Brooklyn 
Paper to judge the platters’ ergonom- 
ics, structural integrity, and, most im- 
portant, leakage. 

Ergonomics: The Styrofoam tray 
was the clear winner — Leonardi eas- 
ily carried it with one hand, while the 
“green” tray needed two, becoming 
flimsy after just a few minutes. 

“If a kid had books in his hand, he 
wouldn’t be able to carry it,” he said. 

Structural integrity: Some studies 
claim that microscopic toxins can seep 
from Styrofoam into hot food. While 


we didn’t see any toxins on the Styro- 
foam trays, it was clear that particles of 
the wet sugar cane tray had flaked off 
into Editor Gersh Kuntzman’s ziti. 

“I hate it when that happens,” 

Kuntzman said. 

Leakage: Here again, Styrofoam 
displayed its superiority. Besides being 
cheaper and lasting years longer than the 
biodegradable tray, Styrofoam naturally 
insulates against extreme temperatures. 

After a few minutes, condensation built 
up on the underside of the sugar cane 
tray — a mess. — Mike McLaughlin Pizza legend Larry Lombardi tests the new trays. 
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Rated Best Sofas 

New York Magazine's 
2007 Best of New York 




April: Garden 
planning time 

Joseph Costanzo, Jr. and his team at C&C Landscap- 
ing have been creating and maintaining extraordinary 
landscapes for co-ops, condos and luxury buildings for 48 
years. They are experts in understanding their customers’ 
needs and can be relied on to do what they say they are 
going to, when they promise to do it. 

Some of Brooklyn’s most prolific and prestigious real 
estate developers are on C&C’s reference list, and these 
urban garden specialists work with all sizes of residential, 
commercial and industrial clients. Their focus is on land- 
scape design, installation and maintenance, plus site work 
and green roof installation. C&C’s insurances meet to- 
day’s stringent requirements and they have a licensed 
landscape architect on staff. Electronic invoicing and 
Visa/MasterCard are accepted. 

To view C&C Landscaping’s work, go to ABC.com; 
click on “Extreme Makover: Home Edition,” Ali episode 
— it was their biggest challenge to date, and for a worthy 
cause. 

Joe can be reached at (718) 922-2900 or by email at 
joe@CandCLandscape.com. Visit C&C s website at www. 
CandCLandscape. com 

Busy Chef opens on Court St 

Busy Chef — the 

Brooklyn-based restau- 
rant that makes fast 
food seem like home 
cooking — is expand- 
ing from its original 
comer at Henry and 
Cranberry streets in 
Brooklyn Heights. 

This week, Busy 
Chef opened a second 
location at 111 Court 
St., across from the 
United Artists 12-plex, The new Busy Chef at 1 1 1 Court St 
between State and 

Schermerhom streets. And later this spring, a Busy Chef 
will open at Hanson Place and Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene. A fourth Busy Chef is slated to open in Chelsea 
this summer. 

The original Busy Chef transformed the Henry/Cranber- 
ry comer into a food destination with four related outlets: 
Busy Chef, plus Oven , a high-end pizza joint; Blue Pig . 
an ice cream parlor; and The Wine Bar af 50 Henry Sf. 

Busy Chef offers prepared, take-home (or delivered) sin- 
gle serving meals, and you get a free salad with every sand- 
wich or entree purchased. Entrees range from $6 to $12 and 
include Grilled or Curried Chicken with Vegetables ($8), Sole 
Filet with Vegetables ($10), NY Strip Steak with Mashed 
Potatoes ($12), Macaroni & Cheese ($6), among many others. 
Panini and wrap sandwiches are $5, with about 20 varieties to 
choose from daily. There is also a wide selection of desserts 
baked on premises, rang- 
ing from $4 to $5. 

The “marketplace 
style” layout, with dif- 
ferent stations for sand- 
wiches, coffee, drinks 
and desserts, is easy to 
navigate. The Court 
Street location has a pa- 
tio outback. 

Orders are accepted 
through its website 
(www.busynewyork.com), 
by email (info@busynew 
york.com), or fax (718- 
624-3172). The store's phone number is (718) 624-3181, and 
it's open 7 days : weekdays from 6:30 am to midnight, week- 
ends 8 am to 11 pm. All major credit cards are accepted. 

Maurice Lewis Salon 

After the Maurice Louis Salon opened its doors last 
fall at 228 Livingston St. in Downtown Brooklyn, its 
clients were quick to appreciate the comfortable, spacious, 
1 , 200 square foot venue, with a modem, black and white 

The Maurice Louis stylists specialize in coloring, 
perms, relaxers, and hair and scalp care, suggesting the 
most suitable products. 

The salon’s staff welcomes all hair care questions; they 
have creative suggestions and always offer a free consul- 

Maurice Louis Salon, 228 Livingston St., between Hoyt St. 
and Elm PL, (718) 858-2880, open Monday 7 am to 4 pm, 
Tuesday through Friday 9 am to 6 pm, Saturday 9 am to 5 pm. 
Closed Sunday. 

Club KO Kickboxing 

Did you know that Muscle and Fitness Magazine rates 
Fitness Kickboxing as the number one fat burner, with 
over 800 calories burned during a one hour class? 

CKO takes fitness to a new level with result-driven 
workouts, and awesomely motivating instructors. The 
chain has the largest boxing and kickboxing-for-fitness 
programs in the country, with classes seven days a week. 

CKO’s programs blend authentic kickboxing training, 
using real heavybags with intense calorie burning exercis- 
es and phenomenal resistance training. Hitting the heavy 
bag dramatically improves muscle tone and cardio en- 
durance. 

Joseph and Trisha Virga are lifelong fitness enthusiasts 
who personally saw immediate results and increased ener- 
gy from their CKO memberships, so they decided to open 
their own branch right in Joe’s hometown neighborhood 
of Carroll Gardens. 

The doors will open for the first time at 10 am Satur- 
day, March 29. The first 50 members will get a special 
grand opening rate of $79 per month (regularly $89 per 
month). 

CKO is located at 562 Court St. near Garnet and West 
9th streets, and its classes will be held throughout the day 
from 9 am to 7:30 pm, 7 days a week. Call (718) 222-1822 
or email joev@clubkogyms.com. 
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RETAIL + TRADE + DESIGN 
BAUGHMAN AND GUY HILL FOR THAYER C0GGIN 


O BrooklynShops 

The Brooklyn Paper’s Guide to Local Services Sc Merchants 


Art Gallery Computer Health Clubs Medical Services Real Estate Shipping 


Brooklyn 

Artisans 

Gallery 

221A Court St. (718) 330-0343 


Mac Support Store 

168 Seventh St. (718) 312-8341 


191 15th St. * ^(718) 965-6200 


Crafts Health Food 


Vegas Auto Spa 

555 Seventh Ave. ? (718) 768-9274 


Hi 

PIAl 


artful 

PLACE 

The Artful Place 

171 Fifth Avenue (718) 399-8199 


Baby Clothing Fencing 



Bookmark Shoppe 

6906 "tlth Ave. (718) 680-3680 


1570 60th St. (718) 331-9000 


Brooklyn Frame Works 

142 Fifth Ave. (718) 399-6613 


Seventh Ave. Framing 


BoConcept Urban Design 

79 Front St. (718) 415-5652 


1073 39th St, f ° (718) 436-2207 


Kitchenology, LLC 

...creating a perfect kitchen. 

4212 Third Ave. (718) 965-4900 


Haystack 

130 Clinton St. (718) 246-2510 
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372 Atlantic Ave. (718) 797-2077 



YOm^MEIHODIST hospital 
506 Sixth St. (718) 499-CARE 


Jeff C. Strachan, DDS 

189 Montague St. (718) 783-0504 


414 Seventh Ave. (718)768-8372 

Park Slope Family Dentistry 

Drs. Warshaw &Rosenwein 

245 Fifth Ave (718) 789-5700 


Slope Dental 

Ronald Teichman, DDS 

357 Seventh Ave. (718) 768-1111 


Murray Fryd, DDS 

578 Fifth Ave. (718) 788-3290 


Izabella Belenkiy, DDS 

10 Plaza St. "““m 622-8020 


NY Blood Center 

81 Willoughby St. (718)797-7800 


Brooklyn Heights Pavilion 

70 Henry St. (718) 596-5095 




.Brooklyn Dog House 


Six Ave Animal Clinic 

/ions, Ihll's prescriptions das. skin 

207 Sixth Ave. * (718) 789-7170 


’Bridge 

OTHECARY' 5 ' 


20B4 Flatbush Ave. (718) 377-4900 


Court Street Graphics 

44 Court St. (718) 554-1203 

Rolling Press 

15 Denton PI. ’ (718) 625-6800 



Debbie’s Reins & Things 

332 Douglass St. (718) 797-5288 
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THE - 

stoop 

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT 


Not in their 
backyard! 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A landlord’s plan to build a two-story parking garage with 
a rooftop garden in the drab courtyard of the Riverside Apart- 
ments in parking-starved Brooklyn Heights has been soundly 
rejected by Community Board 2. 

In two votes — a land-use committee meeting last Wednes- 
day and an executive committee meeting on Monday — the 
board strongly sided with residents of the 118-year-old, red- 
brick housing complex. 

“This plan goes against [builder] Alfred T. White’s whole idea 
that every resident is entitled to light and air,” CB2 member Nancy 
Wolf on Monday night, before joining the unanimous “no” vote. 

The Pinnacle Group, which owns the 157-unit complex 
built by philanthropist White on the corner of Joralemon 
Street and Columbia Place, says the proposed 134-car garage 
and private rooftop garden is a blessing, not a bane. 



“The renovation effort will transform a bleak, unattractive 
courtyard dominated by the 30-foot-high BQE wall into a re- 
laxing oasis,” said Ken Fisher, a former City Councilman who 
represents the owner. 

He also promised tenants parking “at a discounted rate.” 
The courtyard has seen better days. When the city built the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway in the 1950s, it leveled half of 
the Riverside Apartments, taking with it half of the courtyard 
and leaving behind a towering wall. 

In the 1990s, a landlord paved over much of the remaining 
open space, leaving just a narrow island of trees surrounded by 
asphalt. Some tenants took that landlord to court in 1997, freez- 
ing their rents until the courtyard returned to its original form. 

Now residents fear that the proposed parking garage and 
garden is a way for the new landlord to unfreeze rents — and 
generate additional cash by renting out spots. 

“He wants people to think that the tenants want the garage, but 
he’s not building it for them,” said Bill Ringler, chairperson of the 
Riverside Tenants Association . “He’s building it for money.” 
“There is already a lot of noise back there from the BQE 
and the garage is only going to add more noise,” Ringler said. 


I’ll be your 
bridge from 
where you are 
to where you 
want to be 



Grin and 
Behr it 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A century-old Brooklyn 
Heights mansion that was 
once a communal home for 
monks and prostitutes — at 
different times, of course 
— has sold for $11 million. 

The Herman Behr Mansion, 
which has commanded the 
comer of Pierrepont and Henry 
streets since 1888, but was con- 
verted into 26 rental units three 
decades ago, sold for $1 million 
less than the asking price. 

The six-stay mansiai start- 
ed out as the home of the Behr 
fomily, which made its fortune 
in mining. Later, the house be- 
came a cloister for Franciscan 
friars, and eventually a brothel . 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 



Morrone’s Fab Five 

Historian Francis Morrone has begun the huge task 
of documenting the history of every building in his- 
Brooklyn Heights. Here are his favorite five: 
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State and Joralemon 

Designed by Alfred Tred- 

el housing for the working t 

class." (See story, left.) a more charming place." 


WILLOW PLACE FIRST UNITARIAN 

CHAPEL, NOW A PART CHURCH 
OF ST. ANN'S SCHOOL 50 Monroe PL, betwee, 
26 Willow PI., between Clark and Pierrepont 
Joralemon and State streets 


le chap 


"[It] ranks £ 
[Minard] La 


ST. ANN AND THE 
HOLY TRINITY 
CHURCH 


Another Minard Lafever 


PACKER COLLEGIATE 
INSTITUTE 

170 Joralemon St., 
between Court and 
Clinton streets 

buildings in Brooklyn." 


Historian takes stock of H’ts 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A renowned architectural 
historian has undertaken the 
gargantuan effort of document- 
ing the history of every single 
building in the Brooklyn 
Heights historic district. 

Francis Morrone’s building 
census, funded by the Brooklyn 
Heights Association, will pro- 
vide a comprehensive history 
of all 700 or so post-Civil War 
buildings, and, if funding and 
time permit, all 700 or so of the 
ante-Bellum structures, too. 

That means, for the first time, 
Brooklyn Heights residents will 
be able to find out when their 
homes were built, who built 
them, what their architectural 
significance is, and what inter- 
esting things, if any, happened 
in the places they now call home 
(or school or church). 

“Brooklyn Heights is an en- 
cyclopedia of American urban 
architecture of the 19th centu- 
ry,” said Morrone, who has led 
walking tours through the 
neighborhood for 20 years and 
turns rhapsodic when discuss- 
ing the district (though he is, 
gasp, a Park Slope resident). 

“Few other neighborhoods 
anywhere in the world — let’s 
not mince words — are really 
as special or as beautiful,” said 
Morrone. 

Morrone, who will rely for 
his research on old city records 
and lots of shoe-leather, is un- 
dertaking this mega-project 
because Brooklyn Heights, 
New York City’s first historic 
district, is also one of its worst 
documented. 

In 1965, when the newly 
formed Landmarks Preserva- 
tion Commission anointed the 


neighborhood as a historic dis- 
trict, the agency’s protocols 
weren’t quite in order. 

These days, the Commis- 
sion produces architectural his- 
tory reports of staggering length 
— its report for the 250 homes 
in Fiske Terrace-Midwood Park, 
the city’s 91st historic district, 
came to nearly 400 pages. 

But back in the day, the city 
made do with no more than a 
five-page report for Brooklyn 
Heights. So, aside from a gen- 
eral history of the pre-Civil 
War-era houses by Clay Lan- 
caster, there’s no historical re- 
source that homeowners can 
turn to when they want to ren- 


ovate their homes. (In historic 
districts, all renovations to the 
buildings must first be ap- 
proved by the city as histori- 
cally appropriate.) 

“If the homt ch tect il 

history is not in Clay Lancast- 
er’s book, basically we’re de- 
pendent on the [historical re- 
search of the] architect who is 
putting together the renovation 
proposal,” said Brooklyn 
Heights Association President 
Tom van den Bout. “I think 
this project will actually make 
[renovating] easier.” 

Morrone has only just be- 
gun his work, and said he’d ap- 
preciate any historical arcana 


residents manage to dig up. 

He is looking for everything 
from when the building was 
built to, well, some of its more 
sordid tales. 

“If it’s the house that [last 
mayor of an independent 
Brooklyn] Seth Low grew up 
in, we’ll certainly mention it,” 
said Morrone. “If there’s a 
ghost in the house, or someone 
was murdered there, we’ll 
want to mention that as well.” 

Residents with choice his- 
torical photos or relevant 
Brooklyn Heights lore can e- 
mail Morrone at fm27@nyu. 
edu. (Wait a minute; that's in 
Manhattan, right?) 



ELLEN 

GOTTLIEB 


211 Court St., Bklyn 
917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 Ext. 112 
brooklynbridgerealty.com 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 ^ daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

/ *"' N n 7am-l0pm weekdays, gam-lOpm weekends 

( I J • 2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 

1 / 1 | • web cams - watcn your dog play 

\ | I • curbside pick up and drop off 

If • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

| / ■ individual attention 

f I • multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

k \J 327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 

' brooklyndoghouse.com 


If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 
You Don't Need It! 


27,000 sq.ft. SUPERSTORE!!! 

• Electrical • Housewares • Licensed Locksmith 

• Garden/Outdoor • Home Center • Lumber Cut-to-size 

• Hardware • Plumbing & Janitorial • Paint 

A SID'S HARDWARE 

Benjamin 345 Ja y street 

“ (Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 



UPCOMING EVENTS AT 
CONGREGATION MT. SINAI 

Friday. March 28. 2008 at 6:30 p.m. 

Musical Shabbat 

Saturday. March 30. 2008 

Cinema at Sinai presents 700 Sundays 
a light dinner will be served 
Members $12 Non-members $15 

Tuesday. April 1. 2008 at 7:00 p.m. 

Talking Talmud with Rabbi Joseph Potasnik 

Coffee and Cake will be served 

$10 per class for Members $15 per class for Non-members 

Tuesday. April 8. 2008 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Wine Tasting: Featuring many Kosher wines from all over the world 

Call synagogue office for information 

Thursday. April 10. 2008 at 6:30 p.m. 

Journey through Judaism with Rabbi Linda Shriner-Cahn 
PASSOVER 

Sunday. April 20. 2008 at 6:30 p.m. 

Community Passover Seder 

Members: $54 per Adult $20 per child under 12 years old 
Non-Members: $65 per Adult $25 per child under 12 years old 
RSVP by April 15th 

RSVP for any or all events to synagogue office 

Congregation Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza West 
718.875.9124 mountsinai250@aol.com 



ATL/ 1 NTIC Ul> 


to Atlantic City Casinos 
from Downtown Brooklyn 


GO GREYHOUND 

and leave the driving to us! 


718-222-8470 



DOWNTOWN 

BROOKLYN 

PAINT SUPPLY 

HEADQUARTERS 

10% OFF 

ALL STORE MERCHANDISE 


AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm • (718) 243-0844 



MSB 


dired of the usuaf 
(unc htime fare? 
Try Tfanatori! 


Natisiorf 

Japanese Restaur ax r 

162 Montague Street (at Clinton Street) 
Brooklyn Heights ■ 718-522-SS55 
Open 7 Days a Week 
Fast, Free Delivery 


IirJEHl®© 


24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


Chinese Cuisine & 
Vegeterian ffutrition 

Fast, Free Delivery 
Open 7 Days A Week 
Party Orders Welcome 
1 5% Senior Discount 

every Tuesday night (dine-in only) 














a gorilla-shaped bank, and this week he cashed in (below). 

Jungle love for 
our gorilla man 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Gorillas of the world 
may not know it, but they 
owe a huge debt of grati- 
tude to Park Slope ac- 
countant Ed Gerstein. 

No, he doesn’t do their 
taxes, but Gerstein has 
turned his First Street ac- 
counting office into a one- 
man gorilla fundraising ef- 
fort, goading customers 
into dropping loose change 
into his gorilla-shaped 
“piggy” bank for the past 
five years. 

This week, he counted 
the money: $787.49 — and it’s all going to charities that pro- 
tect gorillas. 

Why gorillas? 

“They’re just so fascinating,” said Gerstein, whose license 
plate reads “GORILLA.” 

“I’ve always had an interest in them — they’re an animal 
that I’ve always cared about,” he said. 

Clients are fully on board with Gerstein’s peculiar primate 
passion. 

“The great thing about the gorilla-bank is that it’s the 
quintessential savings plan,” said Dave Arons, who is not 
only a Gerstein client, but a “Gorilla Fund” contributor. “You 
drop in a little bit at a time, you don’t touch it, and then you 
turn out with a lot of money.” 

This week, after Gerstein finally crammed the last coin 
into his two-foot-tall plastic bank, he invited The Brooklyn 
Paper to journey with him to the Commerce Bank on Fifth 
Avenue for the emptying of the bank. 

He lifted the 54-pound figurine off its dolly, heaved it onto 
a counter, and then spent the next 15 minutes shaking, shim- 
mying and even chiseling at the change with a screwdriver, 
eventually getting all of the coins into the bank’s counting 
machine. 

Even he was surprised to have raised so much. Gerstein 
split the cash between the Gorilla Foundation and the Dian 
Fossey Gorilla Fund International, two groups that protect 
apes around the world. 

But Gerstein isn’t done helping gorillas — actually, he’s 
already at it again. Before leaving the bank, Gerstein depos- 
ited 49 cents into the significantly lighter gorilla figurine. 

Look for an update to this story in 2012. 



South Slope stroller spot 


SLOPE! 




DENTALS 


Ronald I. Teichman, DDS 


Kindergarten Kef 
is Fun and Free 
at Union Temple 


A fun-filled Jewish activity group. 
Crafts. . .games. . .stories. . .music 
and more! 

Every first Sunday 

Sunday April 6th 

11a.m. to 1 p.m. 

^ UNION TEMPLE 


□ ■ 1C I 
I II 
a ■ 

■ ■ I 
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Reform Egalitarian Inclusive 

17 Eastern Parkway 
Across from the Brooklyn Public Library 
at Grand Army Plaza 


Doc’s back 

Dr. Vasudev Gabbur, a beloved 
pediatrician on 1 3th Street who 
was brutally beaten in a rob- 
bery last month, returned to 
work last Tuesday — and was 
welcomed by the entire block. 


Ahh, the calming effect 
of a strong rate 
with built-in security. 


THE KITCHEN SINK 


Our pal, Nita Lalli. had an op-ed in USA Today last week 
about raising her atheist kids. You tell ’em, Nica. . . . Get the kids 
ready for the NYPD’s annual Unity Showcase Festival on 
Sunday, April 13. A police source told The Brooklyn Paper it’s 
the equivalent of a trip to Epcot Center, except instead of coun- 
tries of the world, the exhibits are about the neighborhoods of the 
borough. It’s from 11 am to 5 pm in Bartel-Pritchard Circle at 
Prospect Park West and Prospect Park Southwest. . . . Our friends 
at the gay and lesbian political clubhouse, the Lambda Inde- 
pendent Democrats, have new co-presidents, Terrance Knox 
and Dan "Double L" Willson. But, more important, they’re 
having a party on April 17 at DUMBO’s Water Street Restau- 
rant. The goal is to “see more of you,” the co-leaders said. We 

know they mean that in a political sense. Call (718) 361-3322 

Former congressional candidate — and, if you ask him, future 
borough president — Chris Owens is now president of the Cen- 
tral Brooklyn Independent Democrats. He sent us a press 
release earlier this month about new Gov. David Paterson that 
didn’t even mention his own ascendency. Consider it mentioned 
now, Chris. ... Our Councilmember Bill DeBlasio reached a 
compromise with the mayor last week on his bill to launch a recy- 
cling program for televisions, computers and other electronic gad- 
gets. It’s going to happen, you e-wasters, so get ready to e-cycle! 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A new South Slope bar has waded into 
the ongoing battle over whether kids 
should join their parents at taverns by 
siding with the stroller set. 

Minus the strollers, however. 

The owners of the one-month-old To- 
by’s Public House, a pizzeria/bar on the 
comer of 21st Street and Sixth Avenue, 
have posted the seemingly contradictory 
sign on the door reading, “NO STROLL- 
ERS , FAMILY F RIE NDLY” 

But there’s no contradiction — kids are 
welcome. General Manager Tim Judge 
will even give you a bike lock to secure 
your stroller outside. 

“We have a very small space, so we 
can’t let strollers inside,” said Judge. “But 
we’ve got locks for six or seven strollers. If 
the weather gets really bad, we’ll even 
bring them down into the basement.” 

The fact that such a sign is even neces- 
sary shows the stmggle that bar owners face 
when they choose to open in family neigh- 
borhoods: bars that welcome kids run the 
risk of alienating harder-drinking patrons. 


Toby's Public House, a new bar on Sixth Avenue in the South Slope, is trying to 
bridge the chasm between breeders who want to drink with their offspring and 
bargoers who do not want kids crawling up to the bar. 


while bars that ban babies outright stand to 
lose their parents as customers. 

When Union Hall, on Union Street near 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, posted its infa- 
mous “NO STROLLERS PLEASE” sign in 
January, the owners cited liability concerns. 
Parents protested and the bar compromised. 


allowing kids on certain afternoons. 

Judge said he understood his competi- 
tor’s initial policy. 

“At the end of the day, it’s a bar and a 
restaurant — not a playground,” Judge 
said. “It’s not like we have anything for 
them to do, but kids are welcome.” 


Happy Passover 

VISIT OUR EXPANDED 

PASSOVER 

SECTION 

We have (or will get you) 
everything you need for 
your Seder Table. 

“We’re not just Matzo” 

Pick Quick Key Food 

5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St. 

* Plenty of Free Parking * 


We Print Stuff 

100 % Recycled 
Vegetable Inks 
Chemical-Free 

r 

ROLLING PRESS 

Brochures 

an environmentaUy-friendly 
boutique print bouse 

Postcards 

Catalogs 

♦ 

Magazines 

718 625 6800 T 
718 625 0669 F 

Marketing 

Collateral 

www.rollingpress.com 

Etc. 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 ^ daycare S boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

1 7am-l0pm weekdays, gam-lOpm weekends 

Mi 


yam-lOpm weekdays, 9am-l0pm wi 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 5 SAFE 

• web cams - watch your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

32 j DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning^ 1 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 



• This advanced system is FDA-A gBl^ ^B 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months oThealinj 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


lure. 

ofhealing. 

* 


r “ 1 Call today for your FREE Consultation 

i fSr N den S tur 5 E! i 718 - 833-6895 

I Limited Time Offer | 


461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www.oraldentalcare.com 


In times like these, there’s something reassuring about 
putting your money in an account that offers both FDIC 
insurance and a hard-working rate. With the M&T Market 
Advantage account, you’ll have that along with access 
to your money whenever you want!* You can open your 
account with as little as $10,000 and earn a promotional 
interest rate. M&T Market Advantage also makes a great 
retirement account. So, let’s have a conversation today 
about your goals and how we can help put a plan together 
that works for you. Stop by any M&T Bank branch, 
call 1-800-724-3222 orvisitwww.mtb.com/comfortzone. 





Member FDIC. © 2008 M&T Bank. 
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Janele says ‘cell no’ to tower 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The latest battle between Bay 
Ridge residents and cellphone com- 
panies turned political this week, 
when an assemblywoman an- 
nounced legislation to keep cellular 
antennas away from schools. 

The bill, drafted by Assembly- 
woman Janele Hyer-Spencer (D-Bay 
Ridge), would bar phone companies 


from installing cellular antennas 
within 500 feet of public schools. 

“We recognize that the cell towers 
have to go somewhere,” Hyer-Spencer 
said. “We just need to put some limits 
on where we put these antennas and 
how many of them we put in one 
place. Right now, there are really no 
significant controls on these towers.” 

Some residents worry that the an- 
tennas have long-term health effects, 
but phone companies maintain that 


the systems are harmless. 

Plus, “if you start putting in these 
restrictions, it could wipe out service 
in some areas,” said Verizon spokes- 
man David Samberg. “The only rea- 
son we install antennas in a specific 
place is because there is a need for 
them to be there.” 

But many Bay Ridge would err on 
the side of caution. 

“If it’s a question of keeping the 
children safe, then the legislation has 


a purpose,” said Carol Herndon. 
“Children always come first.” 

Others wish that everyone would 
just drop the issue, before cellphone 
companies start dropping their calls. 

“It doesn’t bother me,” said Rich, 
of Bay Ridge. “I don’t really care 
where they are.” 

The bill, which mirrors a piece of 
legislation introduced by state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) last 
year, would also require phone com- 


panies to notify neighbors before in- 
stalling new cellular antennas. 

Such notification might prevent fu- 
ture fights like the ones that have re- 
peatedly broken out since Sprint at- 
tempted to install a cellular tower 
near St. Anselm’s School on 83rd 
Street in 2006. 

The most recent flare-up came in 
December, when Verizon installed cel- 
lular equipment on a building across 
from PS 185 on Ridge Boulevard. 


Ahh, the calming effect 
of a strong rate 
with built-in security. 


In times like these, there’s something reassuring about 
putting your money in an account that offers both FDIC 
insurance and a hard-working rate. With the M&T Market 
Advantage account, you’ll have that along with access 
to your money whenever you want* You can open your 
account with as little as $10,000 and earn a promotional 
interest rate. M&T Market Advantage also makes a great 
retirement account. So, let’s have a conversation today 
about your goals and how we can help put a plan together 
that works for you. Stop by any M&T Bank branch, 
call 1-800-724-3222 or visit www.mtb.com/comfortzone. 


M&T MARKET 
ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 


3 . 44 % 

Promotional interest rate* for 3 months 






This vacant lot was once the home of Bensonhurst's 
Marboro Cinema (top). Soon, it will be developed. 

Coming soon 
to this old 
moviehouse 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A movie theater that entertained Bensonhurst until 
blight reduced it to rubble is now showing a mystery. 

Real-estate brokers are taking offers for a vacant lot on 
Bay Parkway that was once home to the Marboro Cinema, 
but no one knows what kind of building will replace the for- 
mer multiplex. 

Zoning laws will allow developers to build almost anything 
on the half-block lot: apartments, offices, shops, or even an- 
other movie theater, according to broker Jeffrey Shalom. 

“Commercial, residential or mixed-use can be built there,” 
Shalom said. “There is an opportunity to build the largest 
new retail store in the neighborhood. This is what makes the 
property so unique. . . . There is no other development site in 
the community where such a building can be built.” 

The Marboro captivated audiences on the corner West 
Ninth Street for 75 years until it dimmed its lights for the last 
time in 2002. Squatters soon took over the building, and it 
remained a neighborhood headache until it was torn down 
last year. Now, neighbors are eager for any development. 

“More shopping would be nice,” said Rina Zuppardi. “It 
would be good if they opened a clothing store because there’s 
not much of that down here.” 

“I just hope they build something,” added Aleksey 
Strogach. “The way it is now is no good for anybody.” 

Developers can build as high as seven-stories at the site, 
according to Shalom, who expects the lot to sell for $11— $15 
million. 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 



• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. . 


r * ONLY $495 ' l Cal1 toda y for y° ur FREE Consultation 
| FOR DENTURE! j 718-833-6895 

j Limited Time Offer j 461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
L *with a puchase of MDI j www.oraldentalcare.com 


FREE ADMISSION! 

Proceeds from the sale benefit 
the Bay Ridge Festival of the Ai 
Scholarship Fund 



The 40th 


BAY RIDGE 

ARTS 


Festivals 

EXHIBITION & SALE 


The Parish Hall of Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd 

7420 Fourth Avenue • Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 
OPENING DAY: Sunday, March 30, 2008 
CLOSING DAY: Sunday, April 6, 2008 

GALLERY HOURS: Opening Day: 4-7 
Mon. to Fri. 1 :30-4:30 & 7-9:30 • Sat 1 1 -5 & Sun. 1 1 -4 
CRAFT SHOW: Sat. 1 1 -5 & Sun. 1 1 -4 




Harbor Motor Inn 



1 25 years in business 
1 Convenient location 
(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, 
B6 bus stops in front) 



• Ample parking on premises 

• 24 hour security 

• Easy Taxi Cab Access 

• Food Deliveries 




Harbor Motor Inn 

1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
“ Fax: (718) 266-0888 «© 



) DERMER 

PHARMACY & SURGICAL 

• 2064 Flatbush Ave. • (718) 377-4900 


Brooklyn Do? House 

-* “ Havrarp fi hnarHino 

AJ 7i8 

' \\ 7am-l0 




daycare S boarding 

222-4900 

yam-iOpm weekdays, gam-iopm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Free Income Tax 
Preparation Service 

For seniors, veterans and low income 
families and individuals 

Assemblyman Alec Brook- Krasny 

In conjunction with 

Baruch College Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) 

Sunday, March 30, 2008 
11:00 am -5:00 pm 
2823 West 12 Street, Suite IF 
Brooklyn, NY 11224 

Waiting for your check from Federal 
Government as part of the Economic Stimulus 
Payment ? - You Must File A Tax Return 

EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT OTHERWISE REQUIRED TO 
FILE A TAX RETURN, YOU MAY STILL BE ENTITLED 
TO AN ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAYMENT FROM THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT! 

Did you receive: 

Social Security Benefits Last Year? 
Disability compensation, pension or survivor’s benefits 
From the Department of Veterans Affairs? 

You could receive a payment of $300 for individuals or $600 if you 
are married and file a joint tax return with your spouse. Eligible 
taxpayers who qualify for a payment may receive an additional $300 
for each qualifying child. To qualify a child must be under age 17 as of 
December 31, 2007. 

All you have to do to get the stimulus payment is file a 2007 IRS Form 
1040 or Form 1040A and report at least $3,000 in qualifying income 
on the form. You can include the amount of your VA benefits to qualify 
for the stimulus payment. However, Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) does not count as qualifying income for the stimulus payment. 

* If you are planning to utilize this service 
please rememher to bring the following : 

1. Photo ID (e.g. Driver’s license) W2, 1098, 1099 and 
statements showing taxpayer’s & spouses income 

2. 1009-SSA (Social Security Benefit statement) 

3. Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN) for 
everybody on the tax return 

4. Receipt of dependent care expense from eligible 
organization (if applies) 

5. For direct deposit, bring checkbook which shows 
routing number and account number (or inquire 
routing number from bank for savings account) If 
available, bring last year’s tax return (2006) 

For more Information and to add your 
name to the list for this service please call: 

718 - 266-0267 
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Who’s Against 
Congestion Pricing? 



' Mi? 


If 



/ 


This Guy. 


Drivers from Westchester earn an average income of $176,231. 
Only 4% of Brooklyn commuters would pay the congestion fee. 
100% of the congestion fee goes to improving mass transit. 


Do the math: 

Congestion Pricing = Better Transit 

GetNYCMoving.org 



Transportation 

Alternatives 

Your advocate for bicycling, 
walking and public transit 


The owner handed over $3,000 
from the register, and watched as 
the thug fled the scene, police said. 

— Michael G iardina 


Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights 

ID theft 

Police are investigating two 
cases of identity theft that were 
reported on March 14. 

In one case, a 20-year-old 
74th Street woman told police 
that someone withdrew $600 
from her bank account using her 
personal information. 

Later that day, a 38-year-old 
73rd Street woman reported that 
she recently began receiving 
packages from stores even though 
she had never ordered anything. 

Apparently someone had 
opened charge accounts using 
her Social Security number. 

The women live a block apart, 
between Ridge Boulevard and 
Third Avenue. 

Gold fever 

Someone swiped a gold chain 
worth $1,500 from a Fifth Aven- 
ue doctor’s office on March 15. 

The chain had been left unat- 
tended on a chair in the office, 
which is located between 74th 
Street and Bay Ridge Parkway, 
by a 46-year-old man. 

When he returned at 1 pm, it 
was gone. — Joe Jordan 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Greenpoint gun 

An armed thug targeted a man 
as he left a nightclub early on 
March 22, pistol- whipping him 
and getting away with his cash. 

When the victim left a night- 
club on Greenpoint Avenue be- 
tween Manhattan Avenue and 
Leonard Street at around 3 am, a 
crook approached him, yielding a 

The mugger struck the victim 
with his gun, knocking him to 
the ground and leaving him with 
a cut above his right eyebrow 
and swelling on the right side of 
his face. The thug grabbed the 
man’s wallet, his cellphone, his 
credit cards and $420, cops say. 

Bag snag 

A slaphappy mugger trailed a 
North 1 1th Street woman back to 
her apartment on March 21, 
smacking her in the head and 
stealing her designer handbag. 

The crook, whom police de- 
scribe as a woman with straight 
black hair, trailed the victim from 
a bar to her home on the comer of 
Berry Street at around 2:50 am. 

After slugging the victim, the 
crook grabbed her credit cards, 
digital camera, driver’s license, 
digital camera, $3,000 Chloe 
purse, and $94. 

Purse curse 

Crooks are snatching purses 
from barstools left and right. 
Here’s a round-up: 

• A $700 gold Coach bag, 
from a Union Avenue bar at 
Richardson Street at 2:30 am on 
March 16. 

• A brown Liz Claiborne purse 
from the same bar, on March 22. 

• From a bar at North Eighth 
Street and Roebling Avenue on 
March 21. 

• A purse containing a Gucci 
wallet, from bar on North Sixth 
Street between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue, while the victim 
was smoking outside. 

• A black leather purse contain- 


Carroll Gardens-Red Hook 
Cobble Hill 

Twice not nice 

Two apartments in the same 
building on President Street be- 
tween Henry and Clinton streets 
were burglarized twice on March 
13, presumably by the same 
scoundrel. 

Between 9:50 am and 10 pm, 
a 36-year-old man lost his Apple 
laptop computer. 

Between 7 pm and 10:45 pm, 
a 27-year-old neighbor, who left 
his fire-escape window unse- 
cured, lost watches, jewelry and 
a $500 American Express gift 
card from his apartment. 

Mother lode 

A crook scored some major 
booty from a Union Street home 
overnight on March 14. 

The victim, a 53-year-old 
man, reports that a thief finagled 
his way past the front security 
gate, damaging it, after the man 
left the house at 10 pm. 

The home, between Flenry 

treasure chest for the burglar. He 
plucked $35,000, American Ex- 
press checks and Macy’s gift 
cards, plus a salmagundi of jew- 
elry, according to the resident. 

Mouths of babes 

Police arrested two men sus- 
pected of stealing a case of baby 
formula from a drug store on 
Court Street on March 9. 

An employee in the apothecary 
near the comer of Sackett Street 
witnessed a shoplifter take 24 
containers of baby formula out of 
the store without purchasing the 
infant food. He followed the sus- 
pect onto Court Street, where the 
thief displayed a knife. 

The worker backed off, and 
the shoplifter fled in a car with 

Their getaway was short 
lived, however. Officers arrested 
the two men a few blocks away. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


LEGAL 

NOTICES 


- ,nno at 450 Clarkson Ave., Brooklyn, 


Ssry“ 


$50.00 are nonrefundable. Bids must 
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parent 

KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC I H 



ages 4-H 

Weekly £ monthly sessioi 
Different Activities dai 

For Information: 
718 - 708-3620 

porkexp hr* r sgyahoa.com 
wvvw . parke x p I ore r s . ca m 

PhysicAlly ActIve, 
Nature OrIentecI, 
OuTdooR 

TraveUnc, DAy Camp 

rmwnBHH Swimming at a lake, pool and the 
beach. Weekly hikes and trips to 
Museums, Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty 
Science Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 


Smartmom's tears to flow 



S martmom hasn’t cried 
yet. And she’s worried 
that maybe there’s 
something wrong with her. In 
about two months, she and 
Hepcat will be attending the 
Oh So Feisty One’s fifth-grade 
graduation from PS 321 . 

And she hasn’t shed even 

Maybe it’s because Smart- 
mom has been through it be- 
fore. When Teen Spirit was in 
fifth grade, Smartmom found 
herself getting misty just about 
every day. 

One day she couldn’t contain 
herself when Teen Spirit’s class 
sang “In My Life” to the parents 
during Parents as Reading Part- 
ners one Friday morning. 

The sobs just erupted and 
wouldn’t stop. 

Later, at the dearly departed 
Mojo Cafe, she tried to tell a 
friend about it and she burst 
into tears, again. 

“I’m sorry,” she weeped into 
her cappuccino. Her friend, who 
had a pre-schooler, didn’t have a 
clue why she was so emotional. 

Smartmom cried because it 
was hard to face the fact that 
her firstborn was growing up. 

She cried because the mid- 
dle school application process 
was frustrating and dispiriting. 

She cried because she had 
no idea how or when she’d 
gotten so old. 

Smartmom went to Teen 
Spirit’s fifth-grade graduation 
fully expecting to cry her eyes 
out. She didn’t realize that the 
graduation ceremony would be 
a marathon of speech making 
by local politicians, like health 
nut Marty Markowitz, who 
made the kids do jumping jacks. 


SMART 

mom 


W 


By Louise Crawford 


Smartmom found herself getting 
a little antsy. But the tears did 
come during the slide show. 

Later, the tears came like the 
fountain in front of the Brooklyn 
Museum, when, at the end of the 
ceremony the kids turned 
around in their seats and sang 
that famous song from “Rent”: 
“Five-hundred twenty-five thou- 
sand, six-hundred minutes, 
525,000 moments so dear. Five- 
hundred twenty-five thousand, 
six-hundred minutes, how do 
you measure, measure a year?” 
Wa a aaaa a aaa a a . 

Y et here it is, March of 
OSFO’s fifth grade and 
Smartmom’s eyes are as 
dry as the Sinai. What is wrong 
with her? To make it worse, 
she’s seen more than one friend 
get emotional. 

Smartmom’s friend, the co- 


president of the 
PTA, let it rain 
at a yearbook 
meeting at 
Sweet Melis- 
sa’s. She cried 
again going 
through old 
photographs for the book’s 
“The Way We Were” section. 

But still no tears for Smart- 

Smartmom knows it’s partly 
because she’s been through it 
before. Sure, but that’s no reason 
to get nostalgic about an impor- 
tant milestone in OSFO’s life. 

Smartmom may just have to 
face that she’s ready to leave 
PS 321. For Buddha’s sake, 
she lives right around the cor- 
ner from the school and Diaper 
Diva’s daughter will be start- 
ing kindergarten there in 2009. 

Eleven years is a long time. 
Maybe she is ready to have f 
kids finished with i ’ 


school. No more choice times, 
parents as reading partners, writ- 
ing celebrations, drop offs, pick 
ups, working on the school’s an- 
nual poetry magazine, hanging 
out with mom friends at Sweet 
Melissa’s, pot luck dinners, par- 
ent/teacher conferences. . . 

Omigod, they’re coming. A 
tear just dripped onto the key- 
board of Smartmom’s Mac- 
Book. But Smartmom is really 
looking forward to a big cry at 
OSFO’s ceremony in June. 

She knows there’s going to 
be a slide show. She hopes 
they use a tearjerker by the 
Beatles as the soundtrack. And 
when the kids sing, she hopes 
it’s a really smaltzy song like 
“Seasons of Love.” 

Maybe just looking at OSFO 
all dressed up on that day, on the 
precipice of this big change in 
her life, will be enough to insti- 
gate Smartmom’s big cry. 

Uh oh, here they come. 
Quick, where’s the Kleenex? 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Take back the rail yards! 


T he news that Atlantic Yards developer 
Bruce Ratner has abandoned his plan to 
build most of the 16-skyscraper arena, 
office and residential project is no surprise to 
anyone who has been paying attention to this 
ongoing city- and state-subsidized debacle. 

The project was always too big, too reliant 
on public subsidies and too much a betrayal 
of sound urban planning to ever be built. 

Ratner now blames the souring of the 
economy as the reason for his failure to get 
Atlantic Yards done — but our current eco- 
nomic malaise is not entirely to blame; in- 
deed, Ratner was unable to secure an anchor 
tenant for his Frank Gehry-designed Miss 
Brooklyn tower going back to 2003, when the 
economy was booming. 

That failure is just one of many that Ratner 
admitted last week. In addition, he now says that 
the publicly financed basketball arena at the core 
of Adantic Yards will cost $950 million, up from 
the original $435 million pricetag — making it 
the most expensive ever built by far. 

Also, Ratner — who sold this project to a 


skeptical public on the promise of 2,250 units 
of affordable housing and seven acres of open 
space — now says he can’t build the 11 build- 
ings where most of those units and all of that 
open space would be. 

Is it any wonder that even Ratner’s sup- 
porters are appalled? The New York Times — 
which has covered Atlantic Yards with an un- 
critical ear to Ratner’s spin— this week used 
words like “pathetic” and “fiasco” to describe 
Ratner’s failures. 

Even under the most-kind interpretation of the 
latest turn of events, Bruce Ratner is only cur- 
rently planning to build the basketball arena and 
two downsized residential buildings around it. 

While we’ve supported the notion of a bas- 
ketball arena at the comer of Atlantic and 
Flatbush avenues, the new cost estimates re- 
quire a fresh evaluation of the state’s financ- 
ing formula. 

More important, we are troubled by new 
state documents that show that Ratner could 
leave the rest of the 22-acre site vacant for 
decades, thereby creating the urban blight that 
state officials said he would eliminate. 


The state must not let him. The state must 
take back the development rights over the rail 
yards and put them out for bid. Doing so 
would not only cleanse state officials of the 
Original Sin of Atlantic Yards (namely selling 
Ratner the air rights for $100 million less than 
their appraised value), but it would also set 
right Brace Ratner’s very wrong project. 

Undoubtedly, development rights are now 
worth even more to the cash-strapped Metro- 
politan Transportation Authority — and will 
be worth more still if the publicly financed 
basketball arena is built. 

Only by seeking new developers can the 
public get a reasonable price for this valuable 
resource — and ensure that the area is devel- 
oped properly and in a timely fashion. 

Winning bidders would send their propos- 
als through the city’s rigorous land-use review 
procedure rather than the notoriously weak 
state version that allowed Ratner’s monstrosi- 
ty to proceed unchecked. 

Save Atlantic Yards! Take the rail yards 
away from Ratner now. 



LETTERS 


Permits not the solution to parking problem 


To the editor, 

I have just finished reading the study 
on residential permit parking at http:// 
download.brooklynchamber.com/DBC/ 
Brooklyn_Residential_Permit_Parking.pdf. 

Have our local elected officials? 

Implementing residential permit parking 
is not a solution (“Bloomy’s pay-to-park 
plan pulls pols,” March 15). Basically, the 
study says there are not enough parking 
spots for everyone, no matter what you do. 
The options include market pricing for per- 
mits (meaning what garages currently 
charge) and wait lists if your household 
has more than one car or if you cannot pay 
the current market rate. What about all the 
people who work at the hospital and in our 
schools and in businesses and come here to 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


eat and shop or use the park? Where 
should they go? 

The residents who are cheering the plan 
may not have read it. The study also says 
that residential permits may contribute to 
pollution, while it is being touted as anti- 
polluting by our mayor. Why? Because 
more people would drive if they thought 
they might have a better chance at a park- 
ing spot upon return home. But the joke’s 
on us: the permit will just be a “license to 
hunt” because there are not enough spots 

The new meters on Seventh Avenue are 
empty at night, showing that even resi- 
dents can’t park there because they must 
move their cars by 8 am, and contribute to 
pollution by driving round and round. 

Most cities have municipal parking, but 
ours sells the lots for condos. My parents 
were wrong to encourage me to get two 
Master’s degrees to teach our city’s chil- 
dren. Instead of paying for my education, 
they should have invested in a parking lot. 

Sydelle Freed, Park Slope 

‘Loco’ not loco 

To the editor, 

We’d like to set the record straight about a 
few misconceptions that some teens ex- 
pressed in their remarks to your columnist. 


Wendy Ponte (“Is Club Loco too loco?’ Park 
Slope Edition and online, March 8): 

1 . Club Loco does not censor or forbid 
lyrics that mention blood or the devil, or 
that challenge religion. Our instructions 
ask bands not to “perform lyrics that are 
blatantly sacrilegious or promote hate, in- 
humane acts, or violations of the law.” 

2. We’re really sorry if someone was 
told not to hold hands. Holding hands is 
totally allowed. (We’re absolutely in favor 
of love.) The only expressions of affection 
we would discourage are those that any 
policeman or club owner would stop in a 
public place. 

3. We actually like it when audience 
members dance (and it happens often!). 
We’re delighted that they’re enjoying 
themselves. We only discourage dancing 
that might cause physical harm — specifi- 
cially, moshing. 

We’re glad for the opportunity to clarify 
these issues. 

Jessica Stockton Bagnulo, Park Slope 

The writer handles publicity for Club Loco, 
the kids-only nightclub in Park Slope. 

Deconstructing Henry 

To the editor, 

Tom Gilbert’s column on Henry Miller 
(“The tropic of Williamsburg,” Downtown 


and North Brooklyn editions and online, 
March 15), has some glaring errors that se- 
riously bring into question whether he re- 
ally knows Henry Miller at all. 

Most important, Gilbert states that Hen- 
ry Miller “converted to Socialism” in the 
1920s. Anybody in the least bit familiar 
with Henry Miller knows that he was total- 
ly apolitical, to the point of bragging to 
others about how he refused Gorge Or- 
well’s invitation to fight with the Republi- 
cans in the Spanish Civil War. In fact, he 
was apolitical to the point of social reac- 
tion, embracing such feudal schools of re- 
ligious thought as Taoism. Writer Arthur 
Miller, who was mentioned earlier in the 
column, was, indeed, a Socialist sympa- 
thizer, but Henry Miller was not. 

Oddly, Gilbert also called Miller’s writ- 
ing “funny”; yes, some of Miller’s writing 
is funny, but much more of it is poignant 
and poetic. See, for example, the only 
book that Gilbert mentions, “Tropic of 
Capricorn.” Using only the adjective “fun- 
ny” to aesthetically describe Henry 
Miller’s oeuvre belittles Miller’s stagger- 
ing literary achievements. 

Gilbert also states that Miller “lived 
with Anais Nin” while in Paris, implying 
that he did so the majority of his time 
there. In reality, their period of actual co- 
habitation was negligible. 


While I appreciate that Gilbert brought 
to public’s attention the effort to preserve 
Henry Miller’s childhood home on Driggs 
Avenue, the column would have been of 
infinitely greater interest if he had gotten 
the facts straight about Miller’s life. 

Patrick Tolle, Fort Greene 
Tom Gilbert responds: Mr. Tolle objects to some of 
the opinions and vocabulary choices in my column. 
These are certainly not "glaring errors." For the 
record, whatever his later political views, Miller was 
undeniably active politically — as a Socialist — as 
a young man. I said he lived with Anais Nin ; he 

without laughing out loud a few times. Does Mr. 
Tolle think "funny" is some kind of put doum? Far 
greater writers than Henry Miller can be funny. 
James Joyce is funny: Shakespeare is funny. 

No fan of cheesecake 

To the editor, 

I was dismayed to see The Brooklyn Pa- 
per’s front-page juxtaposition of “Mr. 
Brooklyn,” a failed residential tower plan, 
and “Miss Brooklyn,” a local beauty pageant 
(“Ratner kills Mr. Brooklyn” and “Miss B’k- 
lyn is from . . . Manhattan,” both March 1). 

Yes, the names invite the pairing, but 
the two stories present a sexist tableau that 
should have been recognized and avoided 
by this award-winning newspaper. The 
message: Men like Bruce Ratner build edi- 
fices with community-altering potential, 


while women parade in bathing suits to 
gain fame through their physical attributes. 

I doubt it was the paper’s intent to rein- 
force sexual stereotypes, but I hope that 
more care is taken in the future to eschew 
this kind of detrimental display. 

David Terhune, Boerum Hill 

Cell on earth 

To the editor: 

I live by PS 185 in Bay Ridge and have 
been following the recent news about the 
cellphone towers placed across the street 
from the school by Verizon (“Ridgites com- 
plain: too many cellphones!” March 15). 

At meetings about this issue it has been 
noted that California and Florida have local 
laws restricting the placement of these tow- 
ers. While I appreciate the commitments of 
local officials like Councilman Vince Gentile 
and state Sen. Marty Golden, I believe that 
the crisis at PS 185 could have been avoided 
if such legislation was pushed sooner. 

I do hope enough public pressure does 
force Verizon to remove their cell towers 
from across the street from PS 185 and I 
also hope that this local legislation is final- 
ly passed to avoid other parents and fami- 
lies from facing unnecessary stress and 
concern about their children. 

Kelly O'Brien, Bay Ridge 



Ko 1 Israel 


Jacob Jaffe, former 
LIU journalism chair 


The Brooklyn Paper 

Jacob Jaffe, the former 
chairman of the journalism 
department at Long Island 
University’s Brooklyn Cam- 
pus, and a champion of print 
journalism, died on March 
18. He was 89. 

Before his retirement from 
LIU in 1980, Jaffe was curator 


of the prestigious George Polk 
awards for outstanding jour- 
nalism and was responsible for 
picking the winners. 

He also was an advisory edi- 
tor of Journalism Quarterly and 
a president of the American So- 
ciety of Journalism School Ad- 
ministrators. 

As faculty adviser to Sea- 
wanhaka, LIU’s scrappy student 


newspaper, Jaffe was a staunch 
defender of press freedom on 
campus, recalled Brooklyn Pa- 
per Publisher Ed Weintrob , who 
edited Seawanhaka in 1970. 

“It was a period of great 
stress on campus — the end of 
the 1960s, the height of the Viet- 
nam war, the emergence of the 
Black Power movement, facul- 
ty unrest and turmoil within 
the university administration,” 
Weintrob recalled. “Administra- 
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Cop: Pol's wife 
attacker caught 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Police say they have ar- 
rested the man who assaulted 
and tried to kidnap the wife 
of Councilman Domenic 
Recchia last week. 

Cops collared George Haw- 
thorne, 40, of Manhattan on 
Friday, just five days after he 
allegedly rushed over to the 
woman as she got out of her 
car, shoved her back into the 
vehicle and demanded that she 
drive away with him. 

Hawthorne pleaded not 
guilty at his arraignment on 
Saturday and was held on 
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$225 ,000 bail. 

According to cops, Haw- 
thorne approached the victim 
as she got out other Honda Pi- 
lot on March 17 at around 7 
am near the comer of 65th 
Street and 1 6th Avenue in Ben- 
sonhurst. 

He shoved her back into the 
car, punching her face and 
splitting her lip, cops said. 

He told her to drive, but in- 
stead of pulling away, she 
started honking the hom, send- 
ing Hawthorne fleeing, police 

Police put out a sketch of 
the suspect, which was posted 
on www.BrooklynPaper.com 
on Thursday night, and asked 
the public to help track the at- 
tacker. By Friday afternoon, 
cops caught up with him on 
Bath Avenue. 

He was hit with 15 counts, 
including attempted kidnap- 
ping, assault and attempted 
robbery (of the car). 

His lawyer, Ronald Weiss, 
said cops have “the wrong guy.” 

“We pleaded not guilty be- 
cause he is not guilty,” Weiss 

Recchia, the Bensonhurst 
Democrat who is battling 
Steve Harrison for his party’s 
congressional nomination and 
a chance to take on Rep Vito 
Fossella in the fall, declined to 
comment. 

The police report said that 
his wife’s lip wound caused 
“substantial pain” and also 
caused her to “fear further 
physical injury and to become 
alarmed and annoyed.” 


tors, faculty and students each 
found their own reasons to try to 
silence the campus press.” 
“What Seawanhaka editors 
learned from Professor laffe 
was to take chances and take 
responsibility for what we pro- 
duced each week,” Weintrob 
added. “He let us do what we 
wanted and allowed us to learn 
from our mistakes.” 

Jaffe, a resident of Prince- 
ton, N.J., is survived by his 
wife, Anne Papenik, and son, 
Mark Jaffe. 
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Service to the Hamptons & Long Island's East End Resumes March 21st 














INSIDE DINING PERFORMING ARTS NIGHTLIFE BOOKS CINEMA 




B eginning this Saturday, celebrities and 
emerging musicians alike will play all 
over the borough in a month-long celebra- 
tion of Brooklyn’s rich jazz heritage. 

The Central Brooklyn Jazz Festival, now in 
its ninth year, runs through Wednesday, May 7 
and involves nightclubs, restaurants and ven- 
ues across Kings County. This year’s theme, 
“Brooklyn in the Jazz Tradition,” will influ- 
ence all the performances, asking musicians 
and audience members alike to take a new look 
at the borough’s musical history and outstand- 
ing musicianship. 

“The group decided on the theme because 
there are a lot of people who don’t know about 
jazz [in Brooklyn], and we want them to know 
about the traditions of jazz,” said Bedford- 
Stuyvesant resident Alma Carroll, 82, founder of 
the Central Brooklyn Jazz Consortium, the group 
that sponsors the festival. “There are a lot of jazz 
innovators that people have never heard of, in- 
cluding my husband, Joe ‘Bee-Bop’ Carroll, who 
was a vocalist with Dizzy Gillespie in the 1940s, 
and Otis Blackwell, who wrote ‘Fever.’ 

“People are not really interested in the fact 
that jazz is America’s only original music,” 
added Carroll. “I don’t want jazz to become un- 
known, especially 

since many jazz enter- 
tainers come from 
Brooklyn, and it was- 
n’t that long ago that 
there was as much 
jazz in Brooklyn as 
there was in Harlem.” 

With a lineup that 

includes Arturo O’- 

Farrill, musical director of Jazz at Lincoln Cen- 
ter’s AJro-Latin Jazz Orchestra, guitarist-singer 
Olu Dara and a tribute to drummer Max Roach, 
this year’s festival is certainly one for the histo- 
ry books. 


Notable performances: Among the artists featured in the 2008 edition of the Central Brooklyn Jazz Festival — presented by the Central Brooklyn 
Jazz Consortium, founded by Alma Carroll (center, with Randy Weston) — are Arturo O’Farrill (far left) and his quintet, taking the stage of the Brooklyn 
Public Library's Dweck Center on April 26, and Jeff King (far right) who will perform with his band on April 1 9 at Afroart Designs in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 


MUSIC 


Kicking off with a community day on March 
29, the festival will celebrate the past and present 
of Brooklyn jazz with events that include a tour 
of the Museum of Contemporary African Diaspo- 
ran Art in Fort Greene, a gospel brunch in honor 
of Billie Holiday’s 
birthday in Bedford- 
Stuyvesant, and even a 
dance contest at 
Jazz966 in Clinton 
Hill. Additionally, live 
bands will be playing 
almost every day of the 
festival, including many 
of the borough’s own 
musicians such as O’Farrill, who will play the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Dweck Center at 
Grand Army Plaza on April 26. 

“Brooklyn has always been a bedroom com- 
munity for great jazz artists, but we wanted to 


Central Brooklyn Js 

1 '■‘--ough May 2 at ve 


give today’s Brooklyn artists n 
said Bob Myers, one of the event’s organizers. 
“Here in New York, where entertainment is like 
nowhere else in the world, a lot of names get 
lost, so we thought this would be a good plat- 
form to expose them.” 

More than 35 bands are playing this year’s 
festival, but Myers said that education is just as 
important as music this time around. 

“The festival is really opening up and is en- 
compassing more of Brooklyn, including 
events at the Dweck Center,” he explained. 
“Not only can you learn about jazz music by 
hearing it, but we’re also holding educational 
seminars and screening films so people can 
learn about the great jazz legends of Brooklyn.” 

Despite events for every sort of jazz fan 
imaginable, there are some events that even the 
organizers are giddy about attending. The open- 
ing day’s presentation on how art can satisfy 


the economic and social needs of people is “not 
to be missed,” according to Myers. 

On March 30, Dara will perform a musical 
piece called “Stranded in Brooklyn” at the 
Weeksville Heritage Center, where more than 
200 people are expected to attend, and on 
March 27, Brooklyn’s own Max Roach will be 
celebrated with a tribute concert at Medgar 
Evers College in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

Roach died in 2007 and is another innovator on 
a long list of those who are no longer with us. 

“We’re dying out,” said Carroll. “That’s an- 
other reason for ‘In the Jazz Tradition.’ Today 
hip-hop is the dance of the day; when I was a 
teenager, jazz was the thing and there are very 
few people doing that now.” 

As the Central Brooklyn Jazz Festival grows 
each year, however, it’s unlikely that the bor- 
ough that spawned so much historic music will 
stop making history. 


All that jazz 

Fest hits the high notes with 2008 lineup 


By Adam Rathe 

The Brooklyn Paper 


f 



Paul’s 




Broadway musical about the life and times of teenage 
gang member Salvador Agron. Despite earning a number 
of Tony Award nominations and becoming a hit with Si- 
mon’s fans, the show was not well received by theatergo- 
ers and lost milli ons of dollars. 

2003 

Simon and Garfunkel receive the 
Grammy Award for Lifetime Achieve- 
ment. Then, the duo reunites for a 
globe-spanning concert series, ending 
with a free show at the Colosseum in 

2008 

With decades of experience behind him, Simon prepares to 
bring three separate shows to BAM. His entire life, both per- 
sonal and professional, has been leading up to this trio of pro- 
ductions — the most exciting set of musical events to hit the 
borough this year. For more information, visit www.bam.org. 




Inside job 

There are certain iconic images of Brooklyn: The 
Manhattan Bridge shot from Front Street in DUMBO 
or the Wonder Wheel looming over Coney Island. On 
April 3, Sunset Park native Larry Racioppo will un- 
veil “Brooklyn Interiors,” a show exploring what’s 
inside Brooklyn landmarks that exposes a side of the 
borough many have never seen before. 

“I’ve been photographing Brooklyn since the 
1970s, but this body of work is more recent,” Raciop- 
po told GO Brooklyn. “Some of these buildings, like 
the Domino Sugar Factory, I had been inside of al- 
ready, and others I would find a way to get inside.” 

Does that mean crawling beneath fences under 
cover of night? 

Racioppo laughed the suggestion off with, “I’m 
too old and too big [to sneak in].” 

Of the 14 photos on display, Racioppo said that his 
interior shots of the Loew’s King theater (pictured) in 
Flatbush are his favorite. 

“There is so much to photograph inside — it’s all 
amazing, very dark and haunting in a way,” said 
Racioppo. “Sometimes things in decline are even 
more beautiful than when they’re perfect.” 

"Brooklyn Interiors" will be on exhibit from April 3 to 
May 1 1 at Safe-T-Gallery (111 Front St. at Washington 
Street, suite 214, in DUMBO). The opening reception is 
April 3, from 6 pm to 8 pm. For information, call (718) 
782-5920 or visit www.safetgallery.com. — Adam Rathe 


MUSIC 


Culture shock 

“Music Off the Walls,” the Brooklyn Philharmon- 
ic’s series at the Brooklyn Museum, presents the 
world premiere of Susan Oetgen’s “Bazm-o-Razm” 
on Sunday, March 30 

“It’s a cycle of six songs that I have composed, 
with my band Likeness to Lily, with the addition of 
the cello, violin and flute players from the Brooklyn 
Philharmonic,” Oetgen, a Kensington resident, told 
GO Brooklyn. “[‘Bazm-o-Razm’] also involves pro- 
jections and choreography.” 

The program is presented in conjunction with the 
museum’s Middle Eastern and Islamic collections — 
“Bazm-o-Razm” is Farsi for “feasting and fighting” 
— and the Philharmonic is playing a piece called 
“Homage to Iran.” 

“[‘Bazm-o-Razm’] is inspired by some of the 
miniatures in the [museum’s] collection,” said Oetgen. 

“I would like the audience to be curious about the 
artwork in the museum,” she continued. “And also to 
invite questions about the relationship between con- 
temporary American culture and the musical, artistic 
culture of Persia.” 

Susan Oetgen's “Bazm-o-Razm" will be performed 
at 2 pm on March 30 at the Brooklyn Museum (200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights). Tickets are $15 and $10. For information, call 
(718) 488-5913 or visit www.brooklynphilharmonic.org. 

— Adam Rathe 


SHOPPING 


Metal heads 

On Saturday, March 29, Denise Carbonell and Derek 
Dominy will open the doors of Metal and Thread, then- 
new handcrafted wares boutique in Red Hook 

Shoppers are invited to peruse the collection of 
works — handmade by half-a-dozen local artists, 
who will be on hand to chat — while guitarist Smitty 
on Steel plays five, beginning at 2 pm. 

“It’s a place of interesting objects,” Carbonell told 
GO Brooklyn, saying that the merchandise ranges 
from furniture to mobiles to bright, modem baby 
quilts ($245) in natural fibers stitched by Carbonell. 

“[Much of the collection] is very affordable, 
unique and one of a kind,” continued Carbonell. “It’s 
cool on both levels.” 

Metal and Thread is located at 398 Van Brunt St. be- 
tween Dikeman and Coffey streets in Red Hook. For hours 
and more information, call (718) 414-9651 or visit the Web 
site, www.metalandthread.etsy.com. — Lisa J. Curtis 


MITCHELL’S RESTAURANT 

FRENCH AMERICAN CUISINE 



BUY ONE DINNER 
GET ONE V 2 PRICE!! 


SUNDAYS, MONDAY, TUESDAY 

with mention or presentation of this ad 


Steaks and Ribs Our Specialty: 

• 21 Day dry aged prime beef, 22-24 oz. 

• Angus prime beef steak 

• Baby back ribs 

• Rib eye steaks 


Let us cater your party! 

Open 7 Days, Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Hours 7:00 am - Midnight 
Sat. & Sun. Brunch 1 0:00 am - 3:00 pm 
259 Flatbush Ave (bet. 6th & St. Mark’s Aves.) 

(718)484-4114 HBPID 


^ Oven: the right ideal 
of combining a wine bar 
Sc designer pizza place; 
m a good move in 
Brooklyn Heights kk 

— Tina Barry, The Brooklyn Paper 

60 Henry Street 

(at Cranberry Street) 

718.237.8720 
www.ovennewyork.com 

iy throu«6aturday; dinner on Sunday 




AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

"Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. ( bet. 44th & 45th st s .> (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • imr^ CT 
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FREE Best-Selling 
Author Series 

@ Kingsborough Community College 


rico 


RESERVATIONS REQUIRED: 718-368-5051 
Limit 2 FREE tickets per person 


2007 Pulitzer Prize-winner author 

Debby 

Applegate 

Wed., April 16 at 7pm 

The Most Famous Man in 
America: Henry Ward Beecher 

A study of what happens 
J when religion, passion, and 
M politics converge. 


KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

2001 Oriental Boulevard (Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn) 

10 minutes from Belt Parkway / Free parking on campus 


American Leather 
Atlantico De La Espada 


An Exceptional Meal Everytime. 





RISTORANTE 

Pioneer of fhe fine 
restaurant movement in Brooklyn 

345 Court Street (at Union Street) 

718-852-5015 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY MONDAY 


March 29 


March 3 1 



'Thread' 

unloosed 

Tonight, Thread Dance 
Theater hosts the fifth 
"Brooklyn Dance Samp- 
ler," featuring work from 

performing "Rupture" 
(pictured), a new piece 
choreographed by 
Kensington resident Amy 
Beth Schneider. 

8 pm at BRICStudio (647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place 
in Fort Greene). $15. For 
information, call (718) 633- 
5678 or visit www.thread- 





TUESDAY 

April 1 


Wine&'Dine' 

After a week of three- 
course, $23 meals, "Dine 
in Brooklyn" — the bor- 
ough's restaurant week 
— comes to an end to- 
night. If you haven't been 
by participating restau- 
rants like Lunetta, The 
Smoke Joint or Alchemy 
(whose owner, Kevin 
Read, is pictured), to- 
night's your last chance 
to get in on the deal. 




Simon says 

Tonight, Paul Simon 
makes his debut at the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music with "Songs from 
'The Capeman,' " the 
first of 15 nights in the 
borough as part of "Love 
in Hard Times: The Music 
of Paul Simon." The 
show, which features 
tunes from Simon's 1998 
Broadway musical, is the 
first of three in the series. 


Theater (651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene). 
$30-$65. For information, call 
(718) 636-4100 or visit 


WEDNESDAY 

April 2 

Got Molk? 

Whatever happened to 
Pavement frontman 
Stephen Malkmus? He's 
playing with a new band 
called The Jicks, and 
tonight they're perform- 
ing at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg in support 
of "Real Emotional 
Trash," his new record. 

8 pm at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil- 
liamsburg). $25. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 486-5400 or 



THURSDAY 

April 3 



Hove o 'Boll' 

Eastern Parkway will be 
facing West tonight as 
Kanye West takes the 
stage for the Brooklyn 
Museum's Brooklyn Ball 
2008. With a cocktail re- 
ception catered by 
Nobu, the Ball is cele- 
brating the opening of 
the "Murakami" exhibit 
("Tan Tan Bo," 2001, is 
pictured), and it's sure to 
be one of the season's 
brightest social events. 

6:30 pm at the Brooklyn 
Museum (200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Pros- 
pect Heights). Tickets start at 
$1,000. For information, call 
(718) 638-5000 or visit 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 
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Blue Pig 

60 Henry St. at Cranberry Street, 
(718) 596-6301 (AmEx, Disc, MC, 
Visa) Cones: $2-$5. 




shrimp scampi and a popular 

of toppings. The dessert menu 
features tartufo gelato, tiramisu 
and more. Weather permitting. 

Open daily for lunch and dinner.' 

Oven 

60 Henry St. at Cranberry 
Street, (718)468-6836, 

Disc, MC, WsapEntrees: $8-$28. ★ 




* <1 


BROOKLYN WJNEce. 


Red White & Bubbly 



Red White & Bubbly 





BROOKLYN 

"■"'k • a Neighborhood 

I |1 ■" J Dining Guide 

This week: 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 



Meat the press 


When you write a book called “The 
Shameless Carnivore,” you had better 
serve something meatier than cheese and 
crackers at the launch party. So when Scott 
Gold celebrated the release of his book at 
the Brooklyn Brewery earlier this month, 
he served foie gras, duck and a variety of 
other specialty meats. 

It seemed appropriate for a book that 
chronicles both the author’s life as a carni- 
vore as well as the ethical and culinary de- 
bates about meat. 

“As soon as I started writing about it,” 
Gold, a Greenpoint resident, told GO 
Brooklyn, “passion started pouring out of 
me. I never realized how strongly I felt 
about meat.” 

Over the course of researching his 355 
pages, Gold not only consulted with philoso- 
phers, scientists and butchers, but also went 
on his own journey, eating 31 different meats 


in a single month, devouring every part of a 
cow, and attending the 24th Annual Mon- 
tana Testicle Festival. 

Closer to home. Gold can be just as ad- 

“Eating in Brooklyn, I love the Polish 
butcher shops. You can’t tell what [the 
foods] are unless you speak Polish,” he 
said, “but those sausages are fantastic, es- 
pecially blood sausage, which you can’t 
find very often.” 

No matter which way your tastes 
lean, “The Shameless Carnivore” is a 
rare chance to take a bite of a local 
author’s work so well done. 

"The Shameless Carnivore" 
($24.95, Broadway) is available at 
Word Bookstore (126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint). For in- 
formation, call (718) 383-0096 or visit www. 
shamelesscamivore.com. — Adam Rathe 


L series in Park Slope and Carroll 3 * 







If the vegetarians in Park Slope weren’t chefs to bring in their best homemai 
already lucky enough to have V-Spot in to be judged by a panel of experts, 

the neighborhood, they’ll be thrilled to Those who wow the judges 



Williamsburg eatery Brick Oven Gallery 
had closed, we were way off the mark. With 



Sunday. April G, 2008 al 3pm 
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Just say no 

Slopes Gallery Players go for 
big laughs with new 4 Lysistrata’ 


G 


By Deirdre Donovan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

a real funny pro- 

I duction of Aristophanes’s 
“Lysistrata,” and I’ll laugh 
until my sides hurt. I am a huge 
fan of the play, and, at last, The 
Gallery Players deliver the fa- 
mous anti-war comedy with 
just the right balance of hope 
and bawdy fun. 

It’s hard to pull off a good 
production of this play. It’s 
been classicized, musicalized 
and adapted in a myriad of 
quirky ways. Its protagonist, 

Lysistrata, has been played in 
almost the full range, from 
nymphet to flaming feminist. 

But this punk version gives 
new meaning to the classic sex 
fantasy and arrives like a fresh 
burst of cherry blossoms in 
spring. 

Lysistrata, played by the 
feisty Meagan Prahl, deftly 
shifts from the alluring to the 
feral. Prahl’s Lysistrata is one 
smart gal; she masterminds the women’s 
plot to seize the Acropolis and put an end to 
the carnage of the 20-year-old Pelopon- 
nesian War. Prahl passes muster with her 
commanding approach to her role and 
forcibly lays down the ground rules to the 
married women in Act One, which can be 
summed up in two words; Total abstinence. 
Her character is terrific as she persuades the 
cadre of married women not to copulate 
without the cooperation of their husbands to 
end the war. Sound like tough love? You 

What makes the production charming is 
the fine writing of Drue Robinson Hagan, 
who has adapted Aristophanes’s original 
play (first performed in 411 BC) to “Lysis- 


fine “Lysistrata.” At any rate, these thespi- 
ans ultimately gave her doughty justifica- 
tions for carrying on with her work. 

Not surprisingly, in its mounting at The 
Gallery Players, the show brims over with 
global confidence. You have to give an A to 
the entire cast which has a firm grasp of the 
original work, and they turn on a dime in 
this freewheeling version. 

Moreover, there’s such good chemistry 
onstage that one can truly sit back, relax 
and enjoy the play unfold, scene by ribald 

The twin choruses of old men and old 
women bring comic exaggera- 
tion to the very brink of goofi- 
ness, but their flawless timing 
of speech and gesture keep 
them in control. There are a 
few catchy tunes, but the show 
has more rhythmic talk-sing 
than real songs. In fact, Hagan 
has created a genuine verse 
play here, but you won’t find 
its rhymes overly predictable or 
schematic. And, speaking of 
tonal effects, director Alexa 
Polmer has also tossed in a 
sprinkling of commedia del- 
l’arte, which is de rigueur with 
this piece. 

Another notable in the cast 
is Shannon Noecker as Myr- 
rhine. She shows clear signs of 
being a natural comedienne 
playing opposite the talented 
Gabriel Grant (Cinesias). And, 
of course, Jeff Bush, playing 
the Athenian magistrate, is a 
real ham in his role and gives 
the lowly limerick new risque 
heights. 

There are no artistic gaffes 
here. Under Alexa Polmer ’s 
ata: A Woman’s Translation.” Her version briskly paced direction, the ancient anti-war 
clever, articulate and downright sexy. comedy is still a must. No scene seems su- 

Hagan’s play was developed in con- perfluous, and although a few playgoers 

might find the ss 


Ladies in waiting: Melissa D'Amico, Meagan Prahl, Shannon 
Noecker, Loren Fenton and Meg Loftus trade sex for peace 
in The Gallery Players' production of "Lysistrata." 


THEATER 


junction with the 
Lysistrata Project, 
co-founded by 
Greenpoint actor 
Kathryn Blume, back 
in March 2003, to 
protest the war in 
Iraq. Hagan became 
part of the extensive 
collaboration with 
other theater and 
private groups from New York, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Dublin, Tokyo, London and 
Sydney (and that’s the short list!) to rede- 


trough March 30 at The 
Gallery Players (199 14th St. at Fourth Av- 
enue in Park Slope). Tickets are $1 8. For in- 
formation, call (212) 652-3101 or visit 
www.galleryplayers.com. 


comedy indelicate 
with its synthetic 
phalluses in plain 
view (in Act Two), 
it’s hard to outshine 
this classic. 

For this produc- 
n- tion at The Gallery 

Players, you should 

go the extra mile. 
Can ordinary people do extraordinary 
things? This play proves that, and much. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 8 

music concert "Shades of 


Works by Cowell, 

aers! students and 
seniors. 2 pm. 200 Eastern 
Pkwy. (718) 488-5913. 

MUSIC: Trumpeter Jaimie 
Branch and Drummer Marc 
Riordan perform. $10. 6 pm. 
Safe-T-Gallery, 1 1 1 Front St., 
gallery 214. (718)782-5920. 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN THE- 
ATER: "Richard III." 2 pm. 
See Sat., March 29. 

GALLERY PLAYERS: "Lysis- 
trata." 3 pm. See Sat, 
March 29. 

BARGEMUSIC: The Shanghai 


OTHER 

WATERMELON CARVING: The 

Center for Kosher Culinary 
Arts hosts a class in fruit car- 
ving skills. 9:30 am to 2 pm. 
1407 Coney Island Ave. Call 
for price. (718) 692-2442. 
PLATFORM: Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture presents 
speaker Tony Hileman, Senior 
Leader, NY Society for Ethical 
Culture. 1 1 am. 53 Prospect 
Park West. (718) 768-2972. 

HISTORY TEA PARTY: In honor 

Fort Greene Visitor's Center 
hosts a tea party with sand- 

Avenue and Washington 
Street. (718) 722-3218. Free. 
VETERAN CELEBRATION: Bay 
Ridge Veterans and military 
personnel c“ j - - 

St. Patrick's, 


tary personnel and their 
families. $15 donation for a 

Heady VFW931 2 'Fourth" 
Ave. (718) 836-1063. 
BROOKLYN MUSEUM: Panel 
discussion: "Beyond the 
Waves: Feminist Artists Talk 
Across the Generations." $£ 
$4 students and seniors, fre 

under 12. 3 pn 

Eastern Pkwy. (718) 638-5000. 
BBQ: Flatbush Farm Restaurant 
hosts a barbecue featuring 

oysters, vegetarian chili, 
lamb and more. 3 pm to 6 
pm. 76-78 St. Marks Ave. 
(718) 622-3276. 

CLOSING RECEPTION: 440 
Gallery presents a solo show 
by Daniel Weiner. 6 pm to 9 


n. 200 



hYlBlifflNES 
If BROOKLYN 


BR00KLYNCYCL0NES.COM 


3844 


440 Sixth Ave. (718) 499- 


iteinhof presents "The 
Odd Couple" (1968). 10:30 pm. 
422 Seventh Ave. (718) 369- 


SENIOR EXERCISE PROGRAM: 


Hangar 5, Floyd Bennett Field. 
(718) 758-7500. 


es Why." 


t. (718) 81 


>ic at the Antho- 
logy, Inc./ MATA/ presents 
members of Shinyoko rei 
label, and Symbol, a psy< 
ic improv group. $15. 8 p 
Brooklyn Lyceum, 227 Fourth 
Ave. (212) 563-5124. 


a psychedel- 


April FooVs Day 

PAUL SIMON: The Brooklyn Aca- 
demy of Music presents Paul 
Simon performing "Songs from 
'The Capeman.'" $30-$65. 8 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater, 651 
Fulton St (718) 636-4100. 

READING SERIES: Long Island ^ 

poet Ishle Yi Park. Noon. Library 
Learning Center, Room 124, 
DeKalb Avenue and Flatbush 
Extension. (718) 488-1050. Free. 

DINNER MEETING: Hosted by the 
Columbian Lawyers Association 
of Brooklyn. Tonight's topic: 
"Establishing Serious Injury Can 
Be a Serious Problem." 6 pm. 
Rex Manor, 1100 60th St. (718) 
875-0158. 

CONCERT: Music at the Antho- 
logy, Inc. /MATA/ presents 
"Double Violin Concerto" by 
Lisa Bielawa. $15. 8 pm. Brook- 
lyn Lyceum, 227 Fourth Ave. 
(212) 563-5124. 


PAUL SIMON: 8 pm. See Sat., 
April 5. 

ADOPTION TALK: Spence-Chapin 


and more. $20. 7 pm 
Congregation Betn 
74 Garfield PI. (212) 


The Ray Abr, 
Band.J7-pie 


10 pm. 609 DeKalb Ave. (718) 
797-1727. 

READING: Author Jaed Coffin 
reads from her book: "A Chant 
to Sooth Wild Elephants." 7 
pm. BookCourt, 163 Court St. 
(718) 875-3677. Free. 

ST. ANN'S WAREHOUSE: pres- 
ents Hal Willner's "Stay 
Awake," featuring a variety of 

vintage Disney films. Many 
members of the original cast 
album perform. $300 and up. 
Cocktails at 6:30 pm; concert at 
8 pm; dinner and dessert at 
9:15 pm. 38 Water St. (718) 
834-8794. 

CONCERT: Music at the Antho- 
logy, Inc. /MATA/ presents The 
Knights Chamber Orchestra lec 


by. 


iductor Eric Jacobse 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceur 
- A -(212)563- 


i,227 


Thurs, April 3 


PAUL SIMON: 8 pm. See Sat., 

April 5. 

LITERARY SERIES: Brooklyn Aca- 
demy of Music hosts its "Eat, 
Drink and Be Literary" series. 
Tonight's guest is author Sha- 
lom Auslander. $48 includes 
dinner, wine, dessert, coffee 
and talk. 6:30 pm. New Orleans 
music performed at dinner by 
Stephen Saperstein, pianist. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 
OPENING RECEPTION: Safe-T- 
Gallery presents "Larry 
Racioppo: Brooklyn Interiors." 
Exhibit offers large-scale photo- 
graphs of interior spaces found 
in Brooklyn. 6 pm to 8 pm. 1 1 1 
Front St., suite 214. (718) 782- 
5920. Free. 

BROOKLYN MUSEUM GALA: 

Annual fundraising event. $1,000 
and up. Food catered by Nobu. 
Performance by Kanye West. 6:30 
pm. 200 Eastern Pkwy. Reser- 
vations required. (718) 501-6423. 
FINANCIAL LITERACY: Session on 

and identity Theft." 6:30 pm to 
8:30 pm. Lafayette Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, 85 S. Oxford St. 
(718) 625-7515. Free. 

READING: Baseball haiku: the best 



Elite Comprehensive 
Medical Services 

offers quality healthcare 
for women in Brooklyn at a 
convenient location right 
in your neighborhood. 


•Board Certified Physicians 
•Weekends and late hours available. 
•Most major insurances accepted. 
•Same day appointments available. 
•Multi-lingual staff 

71 Carroll Street 

(Between Columbia and Hicks 

Street) 



Pap Smears -Birth Control • Prenatal Care -STD Testing 



Holy Hal: On April 2, St. 
Ann's Warehouse in DUMBO 
hosts experimental musician 
Hal Willner in a performance 
of "Stay Awake," featuring a 
variety of interpretations of 
music from vintage Disney 
films. A gala dinner follows. 


BookCourt, 163 Court St. (718) 
875-3677. Free. 


CONCERT: Music at the Anthology, 
Inc. /MATA/ presents guest lec- 
ture by Christoph Cox. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Lyceum, 227 Fourth 
Ave. (212) 563-5124. Free. 


JAZZ AT BARGEMUSIC: Pianist 
Don Friedman plays jazz. $35, 
$30 seniors, $20 students. 8 
pm. Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street at the East River. 
(718) 624-2083. 

Theater holds te rnomhlyn^et- 
ing. 8 pm. Shore Hill Senior 
Center, 9000 Shore Rd. (718) 
482-3173. 

BAM SILENT AUCTION: Brooklyn 
Academy of Music hosts its 
fourth annual 10-day event. 
Works by Jasper Johns, Louise 
Lawler, John Baldessari, Christo 
and Jeanne-Claude and others 


Fri, April 4 


PAUL SIMON: 8 pm. See Sat., 

April 5. 

LEADERSHIP SEMINAR: Long 

‘uniors and seniorefrom the rnet 
ropolitan area to a one-day semi- 
nar. Learn how to build skills and 
values to help become leaders in 
the business world. 8:15 am to 5 
pm. Breakfast and lunch provid- 
ed. Paramount Gym, DeKalb 
Avenue and Flatbush Extension. 
Registration required. (718) 488- 
1121. Free. 

POT LUCK DINNER: Celebrate 
Shabbat at Union Temple. Bring 
a main dish, side or salad. 6:30 
pm. 17 Eastern Pkwy. (718) 638- 
7600. Free. 

GOOD COFFEEHOUSE: presents 


kids. 8 pm. 53 Prospect Park 
West. (718) 768-2972. 

CONCERT: Music at the An- 
thology, Inc. /MATA/ presents a 
new work by Sean Griffin: "News- 
peak and Either/Or." $15. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum, 227 
Fourth Ave. (212) 563-5124. 

BARGEMUSIC: Classical music 


and partitas for solo violin by 
Bach. Ivan Zenaty performs. 




Old Fulton Street at the East 
River. (718) 624-2083. 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: 
"Thoroughly Modern Millie." 
7:30 pm. See Sat., April 5. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

PARK SLOPE WALK: Walking tour 
D — r k Slope and Prospect 
" 1 1 *25, $1 5 




PAUL SIMON: The Brooklyn Aca- 
demy of Music presents Paul 
Simon performing "Songs from 
'The Capeman.'" $30-$65. 8 


2445 Bath Ave. (718) 996-4800. 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: Live 
transmission of the Metropol- 
itan Opera: Live in HD. Today: 


with 3 U int^m^sions.''B , A l M U R^se 
Cinemas, 30 Lafayette Avenue. 


singer Luke Temple. $10, $7 stu- 
dents and seniors. 7 pm. Grand 
Army Plaza. (718) 230-2100. 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: Fort 

"Thorou gh^d C e rn°M^?$To. 
7:30 pm. 85th Street and Narrows 
Avenue. (71 8) 748-1537. 

BCBC: Brooklyn Center for the Per- 
forming Arts presents Angelique 
Kidjo. $30, $20. 8 pm. Walt Whit- 
man Theater, campus of Brooklyn 
College, one block from the 

^on of Flatbush and No- 

>s. (718) 951-4500. 


$50, $2 


Shostakovich, Tchaikovsky and 
*' Tl - Montreal 

Old Fulton Stree?at the East 
River. (718) 624-2083. 

MUSIC: As part of its Faculty Show- 

soprano Nakia Verner. $10, $5 
students and seniors. 8 pm. 58 
Seventh Ave. (212) 209-3370. 

OTHER 

FIRST SATURDAY: at The Brooklyn 
Museum. Event highlights Japa- 
nese art and culture. Schedule of 


film "Kiki's Delivery Service" 
(1989) at 6 pm; poetry readinq 
at 6 pm; documentary: "Smoke 

(2004) atTpm. More 3 Dance 
party at 9 pm. 200 Eastern 
Pkwy. (718) 638-5000. Free. 
INDOOR FLEA MARKET: at the 
Salvation Army. Admission is 25 
its sold. 9:30 


it (718) 


am to 3 pm. 252 86 
238-2991. 

CRAFT FAIR: Shop for handmade 
pottery, jewelry, woodwork and 

Francis Xavier, 756 President St. 
(718)638-1880. 

POETRY SALON: Brooklyn Public 
Library's Central branch presents 
Jayne Cortez and Elizabeth 
Swados Cortez. 4 pm. Grand 
Army Plaza. (718) 230-2100. Free. 
STINKY CHEESE: Learn about 

lT$5t7% e K^a S nd SS ° f 

Vine's Tasting Room, 268 Smith 
St. Reservations required. (718) 
522-7425. 


PERFORMANCE 

BCBG_Brooklyr^ Center for the 

pm S 'waltWhttman Theater 
campus of Brooklyn College, 


LIST YOUR EVENT.. 


or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@brooklynpaper.com; by mail: 
GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, 
NY 1 1 201 ; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a space 



Kp n 


-.Thistle 

Blossoms 

a play by 
ROSEANNA 
BETH WHITLOW 

directed by MISTI B. WILLS 
featuring JAE KRAMISEN 
ERIN LAYTON 


A moving drama examining the 
relationship between a suicidal 
teen and the teacher who 
thwarted her plans. 

April 4511 1 2 1 6 1 7 K 1 8 @ 8pm 
April 56 12 13st 1 9 @ 3pm 


For info call 718-996-4800 
email ryanrep@verizon.net 
or visit www.ryanrep.org 

RYAN REPERTORY COMPANY 


regina Opera company 



Regina Hall 

1 2th Ave. and 65th Street, Brooklyn 

| Sun. April 6, 2008 at 3pm | 

Gen Adm.- $10 Teens- $5 TDF/V 


Information Call - 718-232-3555 
ReginaOpera@yahoo.com 










Health, Mind Sc Body 


COUNSELING 


1 , 


SOLUTION ■ FOCUSED 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 


STEVEN KATZ, LCSW I 917-922-4983 


Oh, my aching back! 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue 

between Carroll & Garfield 




Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Free Consultation 


789-5700 


University Orthopedic 
If you’ve never experi- 
enced back or neck pain, con- 
sider yourself lucky. 

According to the American 
Academy of Orthopaedic " 


ity in A 

$50 billion a year in treatments . 

The causes of back pain are 
numerous and complex. But 
back pain is not a diagnosis— 
it’s a symptom of an underlying 
condition such as arthritis, disk 
degeneration, herniated disk or 


sciatica, or injury from a fall or 
an auto accident. 

Additionally, your pain may 
be worsened by being over- 
poor posture, smoking, wearing 
high heels, it 


whole new level in Centers of 
Excellence, where multi-special- 
ty physicians use a team ap- 
proach to treat back and neck 
problems . Your treatment is co- 
ordinated by experts in spinal 


as physiatrists, neurologists, or- 
thopaedists and spine surgeons. 

“It’s confusing for patients to 
be bounced around from one 
doctor to another. It’s important 
for all of your doctors to com- 
municate,” says William Urban, 
MD, chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Orthopaedic Surgery 

SUNY Downstate Medical Cen- 
ter, the location of a new Com- 
prehensive Spine Center. 

“If you have back or neck 
pain, early intervention is advis- 
able,” according to Paul Pipia, 
MD, chief of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation at Down- 


state. “Our first initiative is a 
comprehensive diagnosis to de- 
termine the cause of your back 
pain. After a complete medical 
history and physical examina- 
tion, we generally begin with 
conservative treatments: anti- 
inflammatory medtcauons, 
muscle relaxants, nerve stabiliz- 
ers and prescription pain patch- 
es. Physical therapy may in- 
clude modalities such as heat, 
cold, massage, ultrasound, elec- 
trical stimulation, traction or 
acupuncture and a specialized 
exercise program.” 

If pain still persists after 
conservative treatments are 


DENTISTS 


DENTISTS 



SLOPEf 

DENTAL" 


Ronald I.Teichman, DDS 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 



Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
4 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 


r 

WE CAN 
GIVE YOU 
A GREAT 


SMILE! 

Dr. Rosen brings you 
quality care you can afford 

• General Dentistry 
Exams, Cleanings 

• Invisalign 
, • Bridges 

• Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Root Canals 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

Walk-ins & 

Children Welcome 
nee Accepted 

Carroll Gardens Dental Assoc. 
Dr. Richard A. Rosen 

718-834-1446 ■ 402 Court Street (near ut Place) 
Monday to Saturday Hours 


GENERAL & IMPLANT DENTISTRY 

Root Canals | 

Crowns & Bridges 
Cosmetic Dentistry 1 
Bleaching / Zoom 2 1 
Oral Surgery / Implants 
Treatment of Gum Disease 
Fixed & Removable Bridges 
Periodontics / Prosthodontics 
Emergencies Seen SAME C 

www.strachandds.com 
Dr. Jeff C. Strachan & Dr. Beeren Gajjar 
1 89 Montague St. #800A, Brooklyn Heights 
office: (718) 783-0504 /emergency: (917) 753-3314 



Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 8om-6pm / Saturdays: Appointment Only 


Call to advertise — in print and online 

( 718 ) 834-9350 


Quality Dentistry v 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 

• Reconstructive & Bonding 

Uvanced Sterilization 
iehavior Modification 


>e Dentistry 


etAir) 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10 


Wow in Park Slope! 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 


*SST (718)622-8020 


exhausted, your doctor will or- 
der tests such as x-rays, CT 
scans, MRI or nerve studies. 

Dr. Sanjeev Agarwal, MD, 
board-certified pain specialist 
and interventional physiatrist at 
the Comprehensive Spine Cen- 
ter, says, “A very small percent- 
age of patients actually require 
surgery. Many people find relief 
from pain through interventional 
procedures. Epidural or facet 
joint injections can be extremely 
effective in relieving chronic 
pain, sometimes permanently.” 

A newer procedure , radiofre- 
quency discal nucleoplasty, can 
achieve a partial decompression 
of the disc, and various types of 
nerve blocks may be used to 
avoid surgery. Spinal cord stim- 
ulation may also be an option in 

As the only academic med- 
ical center in Brooklyn, SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center is on 
the cutting-edge of research. 

“Innovative technology and 
minimally invasive techniques 
allow for smaller incisions, less 
blood loss, and a faster recovery 
compared to spinal surgery a 
decade or so ago,” says Michael 
Gerling, MD, director of Spine 
Surgery, who performs mini- 


mally invasive procedures as 
well as large-scale reconstruc- 
tion. “When non-surgical op- 
tions have been unsuccessful, 
surgical treatment can decom- 
press the nerves, stabilize the 
spine and help to correct spinal 
deformities.” 

Historically, the most com- 
monly performed operation for 
back pain has been spinal fu- 
sion, but, according to Down- 
state orthopaedic spine surgeon 
Carl Paulino, MD, “Newer tech- 
niques are also available, such as 
disc replacement, which in- 
volves removing the disc and re- 
placing it with artificial compo- 
nents, similar to what is done in 
the hip or the knee.” 

Ultimately, you want to be 
pain-free and resume normal ac- 
tivity. So take advantage of the 
coordinated care you will re- 
ceive at a comprehensive care 
facility, make necessary lifestyle 
changes, and include a strength- 
ening program to resolve your 
back pain now and prevent fur- 
ther pain or injury in the future. 

For information regarding the 
Comprehensive Spine Center at 
SUNY Downstate Medical Cen- 
ter, call (718) 270-2045. 
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State: Ratner has no deadline for construction 


No timeline for bulk of housing, park 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner has not been given a deadline 
to complete the bulk of the Atlantic Yards proj- 
ect — including the 11 buildings that contain 
the vast majority of the promised 2,250 units 
of affordable housing and seven acres of open 
space, newly released documents show, 
prompting critics of the controversial project 
to blast it as a “bait and switch.” 

“Forest City Ratner has already gotten $40 
million from the city, yet we may not see the 
first affordable housing apartment for 13 years,” 
said a seemingly frustrated Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights). 

Ratner says he will begin construction of the 
publicly financed Nets arena by the end of this 
year. It won’t have to be completed until 2015, 
according to the documents. 

And Ratner now has until 2021 to complete 
the first phase of the project, which once called 


for the arena and five skyscrapers, including the 
iconic Miss Brooklyn (though it now calls for a 
lot less — see main story). 

There is no deadline or timeframe given for 
the rest of the project — the 1 1 skyscrapers and 
open space that would ran from Sixth Avenue to 
Vanderbilt Avenue in Prospect Heights. 

The new timeline for the project is a signifi- 
cant departure from the plan for Atlantic Yards 
approved in 2006 by the Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation, which said the first five tow- 
ers and arena would built by 2010 and final 1 1 
buildings would be complete by 2016. 

The financing agreement — dated Sept. 12, 
2007, and uploaded without announcement to 
the Empire State Development Corporation’s 
Web site on the same day as Ratner publicly an- 
nounced the Atlantic Yards scaleback — delin- 
eated the conditions the developer must meet in 
order to get and keep $200 million in city and 
state funding intended for land purchases and in- 
frastructure improvements. 


Critics have since pounced on the agreement. 
Daniel Goldstein, spokesman for Develop Don’t 
Destroy Brooklyn, called it, “a bait and switch 
of an incredible degree.” 

For his part, Yassky skewered the behind- 
closed-doors nature of the agreement — which 
he and other elected officials had been hoping to 
see before it was signed — and the document’s 
failure to lock into law the elements of a Com- 
munity Benefits Agreement between Ratner and 
a handful of community groups that promised 
job-training and affordable housing units in ex- 
change for support from the groups. 

“This funding agreement was the last oppor- 
tunity to make the promises in the CBA legally 
binding,” said Yassky. 

The deal does offer one ray of hope for oppo- 
nents to the plan — if all litigation and condem- 
nation proceedings are not complete by Decem- 
ber 2009, the agreement would be voided. 

“Technically, that’s how it reads,” confirmed 
Warner Johnston, a spokesman for the ESDC. 



Under an agreement with the state, the site of Bruce Ratner's proposed Atlantic Yards could remain vacant for 
decades as the developer is under no obligation to build. 


ATLANTIC YARDS BURIED BEFORE SHOVELS HIT GROUND ... 


Continued from page 1 
“Forest City’s approach was 
akin to cold-calling to solicit 
interest, a possible sign . . . that 
the developer was struggling to 
find tenants,” the Times stated. 

Real estate insiders said 
Ratner’s failure to snare an an- 
chor tenant was deadly. 

“Anchor tenants are vital to 
the success of any complex 
real-estate project,” said 
Christopher Krantz, senior vice 
president at Jones Lang 
LaSalle, a real-estate services 
firm. “When a developer has 
an anchor tenant, he can secure 
his financing. Without an an- 
chor tenant, he’d be building 
on spec — and it’s much hard- 
er to get favorable financing 
under those circumstances.” 
Krantz added that anchor 
tenants do not like to see legal 
problems at a site. 

“Anchor tenants want a 
hard and fast deadline when 
the space will be delivered,” 
Krantz said. “If lawsuits could 
impact the date of delivery, 
that could affect [whether] an 
anchor tenant signs on.” 

• The rest of the project — 
including nearly a dozen resi- 
dential buildings, plus an of- 
fice building at the current RC. 
Richards site on the southwest 
comer of Atlantic and Flatbush 
Avenues — is “put off for 
years,” Ratner said. 

It is in those buildings 
where the majority of the be- 
low-market-rate rentals were 

The Times article reveals that 
Ratner has virtually eliminated 
all of the supposed “public ben- 
efits” touted by the Empire 



The proposed Miss Brooklyn (center) would have been the centerpiece of the Atlantic 
Yards project, but now Bruce Ratner says he can't build it. 


State Development Corporation 
when it approved the general 
project plan in late 2006: 

• The “thousands of rental 
units for low-, moderate- and 
middle-income New Yorkers”? 
There are merely a few dozen 
under the scenario Ratner has 
now described. 

“I’d hope that the first resi- 
dential building will be done 
within six months of the open- 
ing of the arena, and a second 
one a year after that,” he said. 

• The “eight acres of pub- 
licly accessible open space” 
are currently not slated to be 
built, as they are in the now- 
eliminated Phase II of the proj- 

• “Eliminating the blight” of 
the area? By demolishing build- 
ings and evicting tenants in areas 
where he now says he can’t af- 
ford to build, opponents say Rat- 
ner has actually created blight. 


• A “comprehensive and co- 
hesive” design by Frank 
Gehry? The Times story cast 
doubt on the notion of a Gehry 
mini-city. 

“Given the current environ- 
ment, some critics worry that 
Ratner will . . . sell off portions 
of the site to other developers 
who could use their own, less 
expensive designs,” the article 

The public benefits of the 
project were cited repeatedly by 
boosters and government offi- 
cials as a justification for the 
use of eminent domain to evict 
residents and hand over private- 
ly owned properties to Ratner. 

Despite the evaporating pub- 
lic benefits, eminent domain 
would still be required to build 
the arena. 

Ratner’s supporters in gov- 
ernment and outside expended 
considerable political capital to 


support a controversial project 
— and on Friday, some said 
they were disappointed by what 
they read in the Times. 

“Forest City Ratner made a 
commitment ... to deliver on a 
historic plan for affordable hous- 
ing,” said Bertha Lewis, execu- 
tive director of ACORN, the 
housing advocacy group. “While 
the credit crunch and the down- 
turn in the economy may lead to 
some delay, we continue to have 
every confidence they will live 
up to their commitment. This 
commitment was the basis for 
our support and the support of 
elected officials at the local, state 
and federal level.” 

Some elected officials also 
hinted that their support could 
dry up as Ratner’s Atlantic Yards 
ends up being merely an arena 
and two residential buildings. 

“My support has always been 
conditional [on] the creation of 
affordable housing and local 


union jobs,” said Councilman 
Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope). 
“Ratner’s comments are very 
troubling because they suggest a 
scaling back of the project that 
by definition could greatly re- 
duce the amount of affordable 
housing. This raises the question 
of whether he’ll live by [his 
promises] . If he does not, I can 
not support the project.” 

DeBlasio also warned Ratner 
against seeking additional pub- 
lic subsidies for the flagging 
project. 

“There has already been very 
generous public investment,” he 
said. “I don’t see how we can 
go any farther.” 

The project’s biggest cheer- 
leader, Borough President 
Markowitz, suggested that Rat- 
ner’s public admission was 
nothing more than a momentary 
burp from the heartburn of a 
market downturn. 

“I am obviously disappointed 
that some key components of 
the Atlantic Yards project may 
not be completed on the 
timetable we had envisioned,” 
he said. “But like Coney Is- 
land’s famous Cyclone, the 
economy goes up and it goes 
down— and I remain confident 
that Forest City Ratner, with its 
successful track record of devel- 
opment through all economic 
climates, will fulfill its vision of 
bringing the Nets, affordable 
housing, and a new city center 
to Downtown Brooklyn.” 

Markowitz did not provide 
an example of Ratner’s prior 
“successful track record.” 

Opponents of Atlantic Yards, 
many of whom have been say- 
ing it was too large and too am- 
bitious from the start, saw some 
vindication in the Times story. 


Is arena facing all-new review? 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Opponents of Atlantic Yards say the bal- 
looning costs of the Frank Gehry-designed 
basketball arena at the heart of the mega-proj- 
ect will require state officials to re-approve the 

State officials, however, said that the arena’s 
now $950-million pricetag — up from the origi- 
nal $435-million and the $637-million figure 
approved in December, 2006 — does not re- 
quire re-approval because Ratner is required to 
pay back the cost of the publicly financed arena 
through sales taxes generated on ticket, souvenir 
and food sales. 

“An increase in the cost of the arena will not 
increase [state] funding, nor cause any increase 
in financial exposure to the Empire State Devel- 
opment Corporation ,” said agency spokesman 
Warner Johnston. “The arena is to be financed 
with bond proceeds. . . . Accordingly, we do not 
anticipate iurther review by the Public Authori- 
ties Control Board.” 

But opponents said Johnston was wrong. 

“The reason the PACB exists is to look at the 


entirety of the financing package for this proj- 
ect,” said Lawrence Schillinger, a lawyer for 
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 

“A 50-percent increase in the cost of the are- 
na substantially changes the financials of the 
project.” 

Another DDDB lawyer, Jeff Baker, agreed, 
saying that the PACB’s approval of the project 
in December, 2006 assumed a 7.6-percent profit 
for the developer. 

If his costs have skyrocketed, that profit will 
be smaller — making it less likely that the proj- 
ect is economically viable and will not require 
additional government subsidies to make it 

“As such,” Baker said, “the PACB needs to 
review it again.” 

Both lawyers said they were willing to take 
the matter to court, but, for now, were more in- 
terested in making their argument in “the court 
of public opinion,” Schillinger said. 

“People need to look at how government 
spends money,” he said. 

“This kind of bonding scheme is exactly 
what the state did 30 years ago. We don’t want 
to repeat those mistakes.” 


“The opening paragraphs of 
[the] article show that the At- 
lantic Yards project is shaping 
up to be the sham we have al- 
ways said it would be,” Devel- 
op Don’t Destroy Brooklyn said 
in a statement. “To be very 
clear: a project that promised so 
much to the public, that appears 
now to be an arena (which only 
makes money for Brace Ratner) 
and one tower (maybe), with 
very little ‘affordable housing’ 
at all, is a sham.” 

Three days after the stunning 
Times piece, Ratner worked 
some positive spin for his proj- 


ect: Both the Daily News and 
the Post reported that the 130 
Gehry-designed luxury suites at 
the proposed arena would range 
in price from $300,000- 
$540,000 per year — generating 
from $30 million to $39 million 
for the developer. 

When combined with the $20 


million per year that Ratner will 
receive from his deal with Bar- 
clays to allow the bank to have its 
name emblazoned all over the 
publicly financed arena, Ratner 
should just about be able to cover 
his bonding debt to taxpayers for 
building him the arena, according 
to the Atlantic Yards Report. 


STYROFOAM 


Continued from page 1 
authored bills to ban Styro- 
foam from all city agencies, 
applauded the school’s “bold 
step,” which was underwritten 
by Brooklyn Industries and the 
Juice Box, a wine store. 

“I hope this is the first step 
towards changing this policy 


citywide,” DeBlasio said over 
the lunchroom din on Tuesday. 

DeBlasio, parents and stu- 
dents have blamed the school 
system for not finding a green 
alternative to the 850,000 Sty- 
rofoam trays that get thrown 
away each day — trays that sit 
in landfills for up to 10,000 


years before breaking down. 

The kids agreed with the 
towering councilman — and 
were happy to take questions 
from the press. 

“Styrofoam should be 
banned from all schools be- 
cause if we keep throwing it 
away the Earth will turn into a 
giant landfill and be disgust- 
ing,” said Sophia Thompson, a 
fourth grader. 

That shouldn’t be a problem 
with the trays made from a 


process. 

After landing 
in a compost 
pile or landfill, 





cent cheaper 
than the fi- 
brous sugar 
cane altema- 


the obstacle,” 
said agency 
spokesperson 
Marge Fein- 



break down a lot 
quicker when forced to carry 
the wettest, heaviest foods that 
lunch ladies can dole out, as our 
page 1 investigation revealed.) 

The Department of Educa- 
tion acknowledges the envi- 
ronmental dilemma, but said it 
won’t ban Styrofoam — a 
Dow Chemicals brand name 
for a lightweight polystyrene 
made from toxic substances 
benzene, styrene and ethylene 
— because it’s almost 33 per- 


Of course, if 
the city insists on sticking with 
Styrofoam, there is also a bet- 
ter, more cost-effective way of 
dealing with the hundred-mil- 
lion-plus trays used every year. 

According to a New Jersey 
recycling company Recy- 
cleTech, those trays can be 
cleaned, compressed into dens- 
er material and reincarnated 
into new lunch trays — using 
the companies machines, of 


Whatever solution the city 
chooses, parents say it will be 
better than the contradictory 
messages children receive be- 
tween the classroom, where 
conservation is taught, and the 
lunchroom, where trash is pro- 

The schools should be 
“helping our children feel like 
the world is going to be a good 
place when they grow up,” 
said PS 154’s Parent Teacher 
Association co-president, Eva 
Lewendowski . 

For now, that lesson will 
have to wait: The school is 
currently figuring out how to 
dispose of the dozens of boxes 
of unused Styrofoam trays 
stacked up in its cafeteria. Giv- 
en the circumstances, throwing 
them out does not appear to be 
an option. 


Bridge coming down 


From everyday collection to environmental protection , 
Think Green t Think Waste Management. 


WM 


www.wm.com/thinkgreen waste management 


By Ben Muessig 
and Ricky Barlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Efforts to preserve Green- 
point’s aging Kosciuszko 
Bridge crumbled last week, 
giving the state the green light 
to repair or replace Brooklyn’s 
hard-to-spell roadway. 

The state Office of Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preser- 
vation abandoned its mission to 
save the tongue-twisting, traffic- 
ensnarled bridge that carries the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway 
from Greenpoint to Maspeth, 
Queens. 

“There are no prudent and 
feasible alternatives to the dem- 
olition of this historic bridge,” 
said Beth Cumming, a Parks of- 
ficial. “We find that correction 
of many of the substandard 
safety features would signifi- 
cantly alter character-defining 
features of the bridge.” 

For many drivers, the 
Kosciuszko’s only character- 
defining features are its steep on 
and off ramps, lurching track 
traffic, narrow or non-existent 
shoulders, poor sight lines, and 
inadequate drainage — short- 
comings that the DOT now 
plans to fix. 

The city built the Thaddeus 
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Kosciuszko's coming down, coming down, coming down. 
Kosciuszko's coming down — blame Al-ba-ny. 


Kosciuszko Bridge in 1939, 
naming the viaduct after the 
18th-century Polish general 
fought with the American 
colonists during the Revolution- 
ary War. 

At the time, large ships still 
plied Newtown Creek, forcing 
engineers to use steep approach- 
es on either side of the span. A 
new, lower bridge would make 
it easier for tracks to maintain 
their speed, lessening traffic, ac- 
cording to the DOT. 

There would also be a bike 
lane and a walking path — im- 


provements that are not possible 
on the existing bridge. 

“We’re pleased with the di- 
rection that things are going,” 
said Community Board 1 Dis- 
trict Manager Gerald Esposito, 
who looks forward to a day 
when traffic from the Meeker 
Avenue entrance ramp won’t 
stretch all the way to Kingsland 
Avenue. 

Construction will not start 
until 2011 at the earliest. The 
bridge will retain its name, 
much to the chagrin of copy ed- 
itors everywhere. 


TIMELINE. 


Continued from page 1 


Ratner’s $500M slip is showing 

The Atlantic Yards proj- less in tax revenues than 
ect approved last week by its developer and its Al- 
state officials would gener- bany boosters promised 
ate almost $500 million just five months ago. 

Dec. 16, 2006 


Atlantic Yards cost skyrockets 

The city has doubled its limit to how much the city 
contribution to Bruce Rat- could spend on “infrastruc- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards project ture improvements” in and 
— and Mayor Bloomberg around the developer’s 16- 
admitted that there was no tower mini-city. 

Feb. 3, 2007 


When will Yards be done? 

The Nets arena will open schedule — two officials 
a year later than promised said this week, contradicting 
— and the rest of Atlantic promises by Bruce Ratner 
Yards won’t be done until that the mini-city would be 
2022 — six years behind completed by 2016. 

March 10, 2007 


State: We never saw Yards numbers 

State officials admitted were incomplete — and 
that when they approved may have been in violation 
Atlantic Yards they were of Bruce Ratner’s pact 
relying on documents that with the state and city. 

March 31, 2007 


Doctoroff: Yards process was flawed 

Departing Deputy May- mission that if the city had 
or Dan Doctoroff took a to do it all over again, it 
parting shot at the Atlantic would have demanded a 
Yards mega-development, proper public review of the 
offering the stunning ad- $4-billion project. 

Dec. 15, 2007 


It’s true! Ratner a big liar! 

Forest City Ratner now actually concocted by Rat- 
admits that its claim of a ner’s paid consultant, and 

tax revenue windfall — a was not based on an 

justification for the gov- analysis by state officials 
emment’s support of the as the developer repeated- 
$4-billion project — was ly claimed. 

Feb. 9, 2008 
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Notice of Formation of MLVM Washing 
Org., filed with NY Sec. of Sts' 
9/04/2007. Office in Kings County; 

mailed to The LLC, 1274 4 
NY 11 21 9, All lc 


r, SSNY desig- 



EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted 


Prospect Park Assisted Living 
Facility, one of Brooklyn's pre- 
mier Senior Services Centers 
has immediate openings for 


Home Health Aides 
Line Cook 

All Shifts available, days, 



Please send resume to: 

Jim McWilliam 
Fax: (718)622-3995 
Ph: 718-622-8400 

Or stop in and apply in person to: 
One Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
EOE 


Cleaning Service 

Need house cleaners to work 
in all 5 boroughs. Must speak 
English & have Experience. 
Salary starts $10-$12 per hour. 

(718) 433-1499 L13 






FOOD PREP HELPER 





(718) 621-1260 wi6 



Help Wanted 


Secretary/Administrative Ass’t 

Responsibilities vary with position. Maintain 
confidential records. Prepare reports & track & 
record medications. Maintain files & statistics. 
Prepare bills & manage petty cash. Schedule & 
record appointments. Provide other assistance 
as needed. HS/GED + up to 2 yrs exp req’d. 
Must type 35-60 wpm, depending upon posi- 
tion & be familiar w/MS Word. Positions are 
full-time w/benefits. Salary commensurate 
with education & exp. 

Please mail/fax resumes to: HR Office 
St. Vincent’s Services, Inc. 

66 Boerum Place, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Fax: 718-875-8536 



SEASONAL TENNIS 
COACHES WANTED 

NY Junior Tennis Leogue seeks tennis 
players or conches to work with our chil- 
dren's programs in 5 boroughs. These ore 
paid part-time jobs. Spring after school & 
Summer full doy. If you love kids and love 
tennis. Fox (718-786-7635) or E-mail 


(jobs@nyjll.org) your tennis resume r 
NYJTLHR. 




Notice of formation of LKPETECO LLC. Arts, of Org. 
filed w/SSNY 11/08/07. Location Kings County. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it shall be 
served. SSNY shall mail a copy of any process to: 408 
St. Johns Place, 2C, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 238. BP , 0 . 15 



e of Formation of Erma Realty, LLC; Arts., of 
Org., filed with NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 
05/20/2002. Office in Kings County; SSNY desig- 
_ nt for service of process with copy 
to E. Robert Goodkind, Esq., do Pryor 
in LLP, 410 Park Avenue, 10th FI., New 
York, NY 10022, All lawful busin 



REAL ESTATE 


MORTGAGES 


5.375% MORTGAGE RATE 

400,000 Loan = 2,240 per month 

1 fixed rate payment for 30 years. Get out of your adjustable rate. 
Mortgage Lates ok, lowest fixed rates in 50 Yrs, 



APARTMENTS || 

HOUSES 

For Rent . - 

For Sale 


Sunset Park -48 th St. 

2 Bedroom, 1 Both Freshly Painted, New 
Carpet Throughout, Walk to Transportation. 
$1,300 per mo. No Pets 

Call IDargaret 


(718)852-0051 x236 



(646) 932-3744 fn 



800-1200 Square Feet 
$25 per Square Foot 



CANARSIE 3 BR DUPLEX 

Semi-detached - Quiet Neighborhood 
Near Shopping - Schools 
$300,000 

Coll Glendo for o privote appointment. 



AGENTS & BROKERS 


We Know Brooklyn Best 



All Points Real Estat 

80 Livingston St. (n earCour 

(718) 858-6100 







PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 

Accounting / Tax Service 


Taxes 1st Hour FREE 

E-file Csf get your refund direct deposited in 2 weeks 
■ Personal Service - E-file - Income Tax - Partnerships 
- Corporate Taxes ■ 20 + Yrs. Experience 

J. Orlando & Co. 

ACCOUNTANT 

Call (718) 288-2292 

By appointment , at your home or office L15 


Attorneys 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$ 1.6 million verdict! 

Bronx man recovers $3 million 
for injuries in construction accident! 

Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 



Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 


LAW OFFICES OF Peter G.Gray,RC. 

(718) 237-2023 





























of the Year 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 834-9350 


March 29, 2008 


The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

■ From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

■ Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

■ Construction Management - 
General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

J Costelloe 


in Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 


• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Gas & Ofl Violations 


718-762-9200 


ADS WORK! 


:e your < 


■ssified 
it today and 
watch your business grow. 

Call (718) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 


Bathroom & Kitchen Tile 


Why Replace UJhen Vou Can Restore? 

R€JUV€NflT€ VOUR BATHROOM 

- Expert Refinlshing of Bathrooms, 


;$25 off; 

i Any Service i 


PREMIER BATHS, INC. 

1-866-399-8827 


for Special Savings 


Cleaning Services 


& CleanGreenMaids 

BECAUSE LIFE IS FOR LIVING 

The 1 st & only ‘Cleaning for a Reason* in the NYC area. 
Environmentally safe cleaning practices. Premium earth - 
people - pet friendly products. Consistently deep & 
detailed cleans. Personalized Cleaning Plans. 

IX ■ WEEKLY • BI-MONTHLY • CLEAN-INS/OUTS 
10% DISCOUNT-YEARLY CONTRACTS 
Includes 2 Detailed Green Deluxe Cleans (New Clients Only) 

Gift Certificates Available ■ HUS 


Call (718) 383-0875 


c — l^VANTI ^ 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

.cuaomratehsns Jobs are Owner Supervised .sang 9 
’ F “r We have been .<£££*, 

doing a great job 
for over ten years . LTISL 

Lie# 1157104 718-375-8292 & 'Zded 




Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 



EAGLE^CONTRACTORS 


ENERAL RENOVATION 
★ a Interior & Exterior ★ ★ 

'Carpentry ■ Kitchens ■ Bathrooms ■ Plastering' 
Painting ■ Roofing ■ Waterproofing 
Stucco ■ Brick & Concrete Work 


3 


FREE ESTIMATES 


(718) 686-1100 


isured. 


*7 1 8-32 1 - 1 3S3 
7 1 8-49D-8 1 70 
www.florioconstruction.net 
- WE DO IT ALL!- 


* 


Chris Mullins 


* 


GENERAL CONTRACTING 
Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens Carpentry • 

All Renovations • Brickwork • Dormers • Extensions 
Windows • Waterproofing 


718-276-8558 


100 


Over 100 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


718-573-4165 

Bonded and Insured L12 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com 



Cleaning Service 

Residential ■ Commercial 
Post Construction ■ Maid Service 
Building Maintenance ■ Carpet 8, Upholstery 
Move in-Move out 
Post-Construction Clean up 

(718) 626-8750 

greenapplemaids.com 

Insured - Bonded 132x11 


ADS WORK! 


Call (718) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 

• fHiirplin's JiHaiiisll 


Clock Restoration 


CLOCK RESTORATION, LTD. 

Fine clocks and mechanical 
antiques bought, sold and 
repaired. Work guaranteed. 
References Available 

Don Yule (718) 857-9831 

zorecobalt777@msn.cc 


inT£RI0RTIL£(0. 

• Kitchen & 
Bathroom Tiles 

• General Construction 

• Carpentry 
• Painting 

Specializing in High End 
Tile Installation 

347-543-3450 


Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-73 1-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 

““ S 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 
View previous projects @ 


DECKS 

by Bart r 


ffil 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


N A M b— 
f DEMOLITION 

& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


FREE ESTIMATES!! 


(718) 965-8024 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 




Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718)450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured -Uc#1252474 A3114 

Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small'' 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insure* 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Parkwaj 

Sell Your Home 

Fast.... 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


Christopher John 


Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 


C&C 

UNDgCAPfc 

C ° nt ra c tors Incorporated ^ 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 

(718) 922.2900 L31 



■ 116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 102 WILLOW ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 223 WYCKOFF ST. BROOKLYN NY 


■ 355 4th St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 379 4th St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 418 13th ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 445 54th ST. BROOKLYN NY 



USA EXTERMINATORS 

RESIDENTIAL ■ COMMERCIAL 
"Safest Methods Used" 

■ Termite ■ Flea Control ■ Roaches 
■Rats Bed Bugs Wasps Moths 
■Bats Hornets -Ticks Bees Rodent 
Proofing ■ Squirrels ■ Termite Inspections 
FHA, VA Inspections 
TERMITE 
EXPERTS 
licensed & Insured , 

718-832-0900 




$15 OFF Any Initial Visit 




f » 


Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

LICENSED & INSURED 


Floor Maintenance 


All work Guaranteed 
Free Estimates 

718-972-1984 

Lic#1 269932 Bonded 

MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION - SANDING - FINISHING 

All kinds of Hardwood Floors R Lamination 
Wooden Stairs ■ Handrail 
Manufacturing • Installation Repairs 
Reasonable Pricing 

(646) 523-7084 L3115 

* Kells * 
Wood Floors 


kellswoodfloore@yahoo.com Li? 


a 


It’s Spring! 

Wake up your garden 

Garden Service 


Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


Windows • Doors ■ Painting 
Brick Work ■ Concrete 
Kitchens ■ Bathrooms 
- Ask for Bobby - 

(718) 529-2244 
(917) 825-6357 


CALL NED 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871 -1504 A3130 
KBM Handyman Services 

FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 

All Your Handyman Needs 

Painting - Carpentry - Plastering 
Sheetrock ■ Doors • Etc. 
Quality Work - Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

Call Stan 347-623-1578 


IRON WORKS 
Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


^miMIOLOGYLL, 

eating a perfect kitchen 


(718) 965-4900 


LOCKSMITH 

Locks changed, installed, repaired 

• Pick-proof, hi-security locks 

• Safes-combination changes 

Specialist in: 

• Brownsfnne locks & doors 
• Decorative hardware 

• Locks to fit odd-sized doors 

CALL FRANK-KEY 

Owner operated - 17 yrs in Brooklyn 

(718) 447-8144 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY. 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 



Tear Off Specialist 
Hof Tar & 

Hot Tar Coatings 

OUR MOTTO: 

'Get The Job Done Right 
The 1st Time I" 
STORM DAMAGE 

We Will Deal With Your 
Insurance Company 


Flat Roofs • Shingles 
Slate • Tile • Shakes 
Gutters • Leaders • Copper 




Movers (Licensed) 


XhOYER s 


Ne do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

P^'Tomp^ Cordial 

TOP HAT MOVERS ^ 


m ra Lk » ns “ i s m m 

www.Arikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


A-1 JAYS WAY 

MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 

Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 



Established 1995 


SUNSHINE 13146 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

(866) 748-6990 ^ 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 



PRIDE & QUALITY 


• Walls Restored - Ceilings Resurfaced 
MildewS Water Damage 

- FREE ISMATCS - 

(718) 701-3016 

John Haviaras 

Painting & Handyman 

No Job too small. Interior/ 


718-921-6176 

CeHaPr^ Painters 

Residential. 
Commercial. Interior. 
Exterior. 

You don't pay a dime until 
the job's complete. 

718 - 858-8588 

347 - 731-4464 

Call Anthony to schedule 
your free estimate. 
Locally Owned & Operated 


Expert Plastering 


Demetrious 

(718) 783-4868 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
Plumbing SB 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


B BENSON 
ROOFING 

Home Improvement • Specializing in Roofs 
. Rubberized Roof • SBS Cold Process 
. Shingle Roofs - New Roofs - Goiters 
• Leaders • Skylights ■ Roofing ■ Repair 
• Waterproofing ■ Free Estimates 
All Work Guaranteed 
■Fully Insured- Lie 11 5908 
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


MORE 

HOME IMROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 13 
























































